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EVER HIT A HOME RUN? 


Did you ever hit a 4-run homer? The bases are 
loaded, you’re up there with your team three runs 
behind... and you blast the ball to the other side 
of the moon! 

Ever have such a boss thrill? 

Well, SUPERSTAR SPORTS has. By the looks 
of sales, comments, interest and mail, our first tssue 
was a king-size wallop that’s still traveling! Our 
new, tough approach to sports, our inside stories 
and action photos, our dynamic comics, mad 

_ humor and challenging puzzles and quizzes, our 
exclusive fan features and playing tips have turned 
the sports world upside down. 

Yes, SUPERSTAR SPORTS has arrived like a 
4-run blast. And as we told you—that was just the 
beginning. Look at what’s in store this time 
around... : 

Big, exciting super stories of a quartet of 
superstars—Mickey Lolich (Super Kuke), Johnny 
Bench. (Super Slump Breaker), Roberto Clemente 
(Super Dreamer) and Frank Robinson (Super 
Leader). A fantastic photo feature on what it’s like 
to be (and how YOU can get to be) a batboy in the 
Majors. 

There are two exclusive SUPERSTAR SPORTS 
interviews—in one 49er Coach Dick Nolan gives 
you an invaluable position-by-position football 
lesson, and in the other Jim Kiick reveals the magic 
formula that’s made Csonka and Kiick the greatest 
running duo in years. 

Then, of course, there’s the big cover story: The 
Battle of the Quarterbacks that'll tell you who’s 
the king of ’em all and how your favorite rates 
with the experts. And there’s a thrilling adventure 
comics story, too, about those great new heroes, 
“The Super Starrs.” This one’s called “A Dead 
Arm for the World Series.” 

' There are color pin-up photos of Willie Mays, 
‘Joe Torre, Reggie Jackson and Harmon Killebrew 

...a new Sportsword Puzzle, a World Series quiz, 
some wild, mad humor pieces, a sure way to build 
a huge autograph collection and... 

Oh, what the heck, it’s time you got inside and 
saw for yourself! 

... Wonder if it’s possible to hit a 5-run homer? 
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NEXT MONTH 


Our writers are already at work on some 
fantastic features for next issue. Upcoming are: A 
PREVIEW OF THE COMING BASKETBALL 
SEASON, A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A FOOT- 
BALL ROOKIE, STEVE OWENS REVEALS HOW 
A SLOW MAN CAN BECOME A RUNNING 
STAR, AN EXCLUSIVE LESSON’ IN KARATE, 
and the first football adventure of the SUPER 
STARRS! 

There will also be photos and stories of ALAN 
PAGE, DICK BUTKUS, JOE NAMATH and 
‘JERRY WEST. Also being planned is a visit to the 
home of one of the biggest superstars, the story of 
the son of a famous ballplayer and childhood 
photos of your favorites. 

Take a tip from SUPERSTAR SPORTS. Order 


your issue now! 
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Roberto Clemente has a dream. It’s 
a very big dream, a very important 
dream. It’s not the kind of dream that 
other baseball superstars have. And it’s 
the one thing that keeps the Pittsburgh 
Pirate outfielder going—hitting, throw- 
ing, running, hustling, winning ball- 
games—after 17 spectacular years in 
the Big Leagues. 

At this stage of his long career, the 
38-year-old Clemente has a new goal. 
It’s not to win more batting titles, or 
break more records, or to get more 
people to believe him when he says, “‘I 
am the best ballplayer in the game!” 

But if all that happens... fine. 
Because the more records he breaks, 
the more money he’!l be able to raise 
to make his dream come true. 

As of 1972, Roberto Clemente is 
playing baseball for the kids—the 
many youngsters in his native Puerto 
Rico who need his help. Roberto’s 
dream is for them, and it involves the 
creation of a giant “Sports City!” A 
place that could get kids off the 
streets, teach them values and prin- 
ciples, and allow them to join in all 
kinds of sports under professional and 
expert guidance. 

There’s little doubt that Roberto 
Clemente is one of the greatest super- 
stars of the game. Now in his 18th 
season with the Bucs, the 5-11, 180- 
pound rightfielder is a four-time Na- 
tional League batting champion, has 
hit over .300 in 12 of his previous 17 
seasons, and has a lifetime batting 
average of .318! There are few, if any, 
who can play the outfield or throw as 
well as Roberto. 


THE 
DREAM 
THAT 
KEEPS 
CLEMENTE 
PLAYING 


BY BARNEY PRESKE 


/sn‘t a 17-year career of 


Superstar records enough reason? 
Not for this fantastic man. 


CLOSE TO 3,000 HITS 


And during the 1972 season, 
Roberto Clemente should become 
only the 11th man in baseball history 
to collect 3,000 career hits! 

Now all this is but a means to an 
end. In Roberto’s heart and mind, the 
Sports City comes first. And he’ll do 
anything to make it happen. 

“| have worked with children and 
families in Puerto Rico for many years 
now,” Roberto says, ““and | have seen 
the concern of the parents and the 
need to keep these young people out 
of trouble. 3 

“For instance, in Puerto Rico they 


spend millions of dollars to try to 
control dope, helping people who are 


addicted. But it is no good to attack 
the problem after it is already there. It 
must be attacked before it even starts. 
One way to keep kids from becoming 
dope addicts would be to get them 
interested in. sports and give them a 
place to learn, a place where a kid 
could meet famous athletes, and com- 
pete against other boys.” 


CLEMENTE 


Roberto has said that it will take 
about $2,500,000 in federal funds to 
start such a project. He has worked 
with men in both New York and 
Puerto Rico in an attempt to get the 
project off the ground. Although he 
has some support, he still feels he is 
the man who must really get the thing 
going, and the fame he has been 
acquiring as a baseball star should give 
him a better chance to do it. 


A PICTURE OF A DREAM 

There is a special gleam in the fiery 
outfielder’s eyes when he talks about 
his dream. He knows just what he 
wants his utopian city to look like. 

“It would have three baseball 
fields,”’ he says, “‘basketball and tennis 
courts, and a swimming pool. And 
there would be a lake where fathers 
and sons could get together to fish and 
enjoy all kinds of recreational sports. 
It would be more than a summer 


camp, where a boy goes for a month, 
learns a few things, then forgets them. 
Here we'd have famous athletes as 
instructors. Any boy being taught by 
Willie Mays, Mickey Mantle, or Ted 
Williams would never forget it.” 

The facilities at the sports city 
would be available to youngsters rich 
and poor. They’d stay at the city fora 
set period of time, long enough to 
learn, practice, and play all different 
sports. 

“This is something that is also 
needed outside of Puerto Rico,” 
Roberto explains. ‘““The United States 
should have it, too. If | was president, 
| would make sure that many sports 
cities were built, and take in kids from 
everywhere. Even allow them to visit 
other parts of the country, where they 
could meet and play with kids who 
live differently from them. We would 
like the children of Puerto Rico to 
come eventually to the United States, 
so we could show all youngsters how 
to live and play together as brothers.” 

For the past 13 years, Roberto has 
been engaging in a one-man traveling 
sports city of his own. 


HIS TRAVELING SHOW 


“! go out to the different towns 
and neighborhoods,” he said, “‘and | 
get as many kids together as | can. 
Then | tell them about sports and 
about being good citizens. | tell them 
to respect their father and mother, and 
sometimes | even get the fathers to 
come out with their sons. Then we 
play a little baseball, and | try to teach 
them some of the skills and tech- 
niques.” : 

During those same 13 years, Ro- 
berto Clemente has been a verbal 
spokesman for minority ballplayers, 
blacks and Latins, whom he feels do 
not have the same opportunities as 
whites in the United States. He feels it 
takes them longer to receive recogni- 


tion and that they don’t have the same 
money-making opportunities outside 
of baseball that whites have. 

“I'd make a lot more money out of 
this game if | were a white American,” 
he has said flatly. And there are a lot 
of people who agree with him. 

That is one reason why the 3,000 
hits are important to Roberto. It will 
allow him to achieve more recognition, 
and recognition will get him more 
money for his Sports City. 

He took a big step toward getting 
that recognition in last year’s World 


Series. In seven games against the 
Baltimore Orioles, Roberto batted 
.414, hitting safely in each game. 
Among his 12 series hits were two 
home runs, two doubles, and a triple. 
He scored three runs and drove in 
four. His homer in the seventh game 
gave the Pirates a lead they never gave 
up. 


WORLD SERIES MVP 

Baseball fans also marveled at his 
speed. The 37-year-old star hustled on 
the bases, made several fine catches in 
right, and threw the ball better than 
anyone on the field. For his efforts, he 
was chosen the Most Valuable Player 
in the Series. But it took a long time 
for it to happen. 

Many people forget that Roberto 
has compiled batting averages of .357, 
.352, .351, and .345 during his career 
...or that he has collected over 200 
hits in a season four times... or that 
he set a Major League record for an 
outfielder by leading the league in 
assists on five occasions. 

Too often he was branded a 
moody, tempermental man, who 
wouldn’t play if he had a slight injury, 
and who defied his managers and 
teammates. Several years ago he was 
left off the Major League All-Star team 
after hitting a crisp .320, while an 
aging Mickey Mantle, hitting only 
.255, was included. Just once in his 
career, in 1966, was Clemente given 
the league‘’s Most Valuable Player 
award. 


“| AM THE BEST!” 

“| play this game as it was supposed 
to be played,” he has said angrily. “‘! 
don’t think there’s anyone in baseball 
who plays as hard. | do not make bad 
throws. | am the best hitter in the 
game. | am the best ballplayer in the 
Big Leagues.” 

Roberto is no longer troubled. His 
anger is still there, but he has received 
some of the recognition he so richly 
deserves. And now he has his dream. 

“lf they gave me the money this 
year to start my Sports City, and | 
knew | had to be there to make it run, 
I'd quit the game right now.” 

But until that time, Roberto 
Clemente will continue to hit, run, 
field, and throw like the great super- 
star that he is. And with the drive and 
ambition he has always shown during 
his two decades in baseball, it 
wouldn’t surprise anyone if someday 
he makes his dream . . . come true! 


A DAY IN THE LIFE OFA 
BATBOY 


IN FACT, A PAIR OF BATBOYS. GREG COX 
AND GEORGE PALERMO, TWO MET BATBOYS, 
TELL ABOUT THEIR BASEBALL LIVES AND 

HOW THEY GOT THEIR JOBS: 


BY BILL GUTMAN 
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THEIR LETTER TO THE METS 


HELPED TO PROVE THAT BOYS’ 


DREAMS CAN COME TRUE, 


Tom Seaver with his favorite batboys. 


i % : ; 
Writer Bill Gutman interviewing George Palermo (left) and Greg Cox (right). 


Ask Greg Cox and George 
Palermo who has the best job in 
baseball and they’ll answer you 
very quickly. 

“We do!” they’ll say beaming. 

Greg and George are a couple 
of 16-year-old high school stu- 
dents now in their third season as 
batboys for the colorful New 
York Mets. And they love it. 

“How did it happen?” you 
ask. “How did they get their 
job?” you wonder—more won- 


, dering how YOU might wind up 


as batboy for your favorite team. 

Well, neither youngster had 
any previous connection with the 
team. Both wrote letters when 
they were 12, stating an interest 
in becoming batboys. They 
didn’t hear anything for two 
years. Then one fantastic day 
they got notes asking them to 
come to Shea Stadium for inter- 
views. Both were hired and have 
been there ever since! 

“TI really .can’t say why we 
were picked,” Greg told SUPER- 
STAR SPORTS. ‘Maybe it’s be- 
cause we both live close to the 
stadium and can always get there 
without any trouble. But I think 
it was more or less a random 
thing. We were sure lucky.” 

“You can’t believe how sur- 
prised I was,” George added. “TI 
didn’t hear a thing from the team 
for two years. I’d almost forgot- 
ten about it when I got the letter 
asking me to come in. I don’t 
know if all the teams choose 
their batboys that way, but Greg 
and I wrote in because we knew 
the batboys then and that’s how 
they were picked.” 


STARTED IN ’70 SEASON 

The two boys started during 
the 1970 season, so they missed 
all the excitement of the 1969 
pennant and World Series wins. 
They wish they could have been 
there, but are hoping the New 
Yorkers can go all the way again 
this year. 


SUPERSTAR SPORTS went | 
out to Shea Stadium recently 
and watched the two batboys at 
work. We wondered—just as 
you—what a day in the life of a 
batboy would be like. Well, it’s a 
full and busy day, and it goes 
something like this . . . 


For a day game, Greg gets to 
the ballpark about 10:30 a.m. He 
checks with equipment manager 
Nick Torman to see if there is 
anything that must be done im- 
mediately. If not, his first official 
duty comes at 11:35 when the 
Met pitchers take batting prac- 
tice. 


Greg Cox poses for the SUPERSTAR 
SPORTS cameras. 


“While the pitchers are dres- 
sing, I bring their bats out onto 
the field,” Greg said, ‘‘and keep 
an eye on them until they come 
up. One of us has to watch the 
bats constantly. If I’m out in the 
field shagging flies or playing at 
short during warmups, George 
has to be with the bats. When 
he’s out there, I’m at the rack.” 

By the time the pitchers are 
hitting, George has arrived and 
brings up all the catching equip- 
ment. They’re both on the field 
when the rest of the team comes 
out for batting practice about 
noon. This is when the two boys 
get a chance to play in the field 
and shag flies. 

When batting practice is over, 
the pitchers’ bats go back in 
(except for the starter’s). The 
team then gives the field to the 
visitors and doesn’t reappear 
until about 1:20 when it takes 
infield practice. Then the boys 
stay on the field until after the 
game. 


THEIR SPLIT DUTIES 

“One of us works the game, 
the other the dugout,”’ explained 
George. “The one working the 
game stays on the field to scoop 
up dropped bats and bring warm- 
up jackets to the pitcher. He also 


has to chase foul balls that go up 
on the screen. If there’s a play at 


the plate, he’s got to make sure © 


the bat is picked up, or one of 
the players could really get 
hurt.” 

“The guy in the dugout sits by 
the bat rack,” Greg said. “His 
only other job is to bring new 
baseballs to the plate umpire, 
and as you’ve seen on television, 
this happens quite often during 
the game.” 

After the game, the boys’ 
primary duties are cleaning the 
players’ spikes and getting the 
shoes in shape for the next game. 
They might also have to clean up 
a bit around the clubhouse, and 
they’re usually around about two 
hours after the game ends. For 
night games, the procedure is 
about the same, their day begin- 
ning around 4 p.m. and ending at 
perhaps one or two in the 
morning. It’s a long day, but a 
fun one. 

“All the players are really nice 
to us,” Greg said. ‘““Teddy Mar- 
tinez is always kidding with us, 
and we often sit with Tom 
Seaver when he’s not pitching 
and try to answer the sports 
quizzes they flash on the score- 
board. It’s just fun being around 
the players and really being part 
of the game.” 


FRIENDS CHEER THEM 

George added that he liked the 
job because it made him some- 
what of a celebrity. “I like to be 
the first one at the plate when 
one of the guys hits a homer,” he 
said. “Then you get some TV 
time or get your picture in the 
papers. When your friends see 
you, it’s fun. 

“A lot of our friends come to 
the games and are always yelling 
down to the field. We’ve learned 
to be like the ballplayers and 
ignore it once the game starts, 
because we’ve got to be alert to 
the situation on the field.” 

Greg told us that he would 
like to take a crack at the Major 
Leagues some day. He’s currently 
the shortstop at New York City’s 
Flushing High School team and 
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fod i, l ¢ 
George Palermo says cheese (Provolone or cream?) 


as he stands with Met Manager Yogi Berra, 
hopes to play college ball, then 
sign a big league contract. George 
attends the High School of Art 
and Design in New York, and 
limits his ballplaying to the local 
softball leagues. 

Both boys know the players’ 
moods and will stay away from a 
losing pitcher or someone in a 
bad slump, though they often try 
to cheer up those who aren’t 
going well at the time. 

Neither has any kicks about 
the pay. It’s as good as any other 
summer jobs their friends get, 
and they can see the ballgames 
for free. In fact, as far as they’re 
concerned, it’s pretty much of a 
dream job and they expect it to 
continue until they graduate 
from high school. 

By this time, both Greg and 
George know many of the, play- 
ers from the opposing teams that 
wheel into Shea. They kid 
around with them and even play 
pepper games with a few, like 
Willie Davis of the Dodgers. 

It’s all part of the game, and as 
SUPERSTAR SPORTS learned 
during its day at Shea, Greg Cox 
and George Palermo are having 
the time of their lives. 

So are you about ready to 
write a letier to your favorite 
team? 
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(L/| LEAGUE WINNERS 
J | GET QUARTERBACK 


TRAIFHAFEN IS MAJORS’ 
FOREMOST HOMER 


HITTING TITLEHOLD 


=e," 


Witt two HOMERS, LorD coRNeL 
TRAIFHAFEN BECAME THE MAJORS’ TOP HOMER 
HITTING TITLEHOLDER. THE ENGLISH DUKE [S 

(IN FACT THE ONLY TITLEHOLDER PLAYING 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL. HIS TITLE, BY THE | 
WAY, IS THE 7th DUKE OF NOTHINGHAM!'LSAY, 
HE SAID, WHEN ASKED TO COMMENT, 


ws |/I/IN | “you'p SMILE TOO,” SAY THE KID: 
THE HICKSVILLE AARDVARKS, LITTLE LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL CHAMPS. WHY2 THE BOYS GOT 
THE QUARTER BACK THEY'VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR! THEIR ARCH RIVALS, THE 
SHOESTOWN SOX, OWED THEM TWENTY-FIVE 
CENTS FOR A vere one FINALLY PAID IT 
CK! 


WORLD'S FIRST TWENTY FOOT 
POLE VAULTER > 


CVX 


PESSIREE! SEVEN YEAR OLD BENNY BOGUS 
OF LINT, MICH., BEAT CHINESE TABLE 
TENNIS CHAMP, HAO NAO, 21-G AND 21-3 
IN TWO STRAIGHT GAMES... PICK-UP 
STICKS AND JACKS/ MINUTES AFTER 
THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN, LITTLE BENNY 
WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL WITH A 
PING PONG BALL DRIVEN INTO HIS 
FOREHEAD. 


MAXIE PED 
HIS FIRST TRY AT THE VAULT IN THE LYMPIC 
TRIALS. MAXIE (S THE FIRST TWENTY FOOT 
POLE VAULTER IN HISTORY. CFRANKLY, THERE 
HAS NEVER BEEN A VAULTER WITH MORE 
THAN TWO FEET.) 


850 POUNDER VOTED BEST 9 ~§$\ 
CONDITIONED ATHLETE IN COUNTRY. — é 


—— 


—_— 


> 2 = a T\) , : ‘ i ve 

5 SSS CO 6 d05 
EYMOUR KRIMKIN, WEIGHING 850 POUNDS AND STANDING FIVE FEET HIGH, WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY VOTED THE COUNTRY’S BEST CONDITIONED ATHLETE. SEYMOUR, 
FAMOUS FOR HIS COME-FROM-BEHIND FINISHES, WAS ALSO GIVEN DELMONT PARKS 
HORSE OF THE MONTH AWARD/ 
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BENCH 
BROKE 
HIS SLUMP 


After the 


man experts 

called a sure 

Hall of Famer 

fell apart. Why? 

... And why was 

he able to come back? 


BY ROBBIE WALSH 


JOHNNY BENCH 


During the past winter, one question haunted 
the minds of baseball fans everywhere: “Can 
Johnny Bench come back from a season-long 
slump?” 

There were a variety of answers, most of which 
said the same basic thing. Yes, he can, but.... 

Why all the questions? Well, in 1971, Johnny 
Bench batted .238, hit 27 homers, and knocked in 
61 runs. Not a bad season, you say. Well, as far as 
Johnny Bench is concerned, it was horrible. 

When young John came up to the Cincinnati 
Reds as a 19-year-old catcher in 1967, he was 
hailed as the new Dickey, Cochran, Berra, and 
Campanella all rolled into one. A year later he was 
a regular, and two years after that he ripped the 
baseball world apart. 

That was in 1970, when the then 22-year-old 
backstop was Mr. Everything in the National 
League. He led the senior circuit in homers with 45 
and RBI’s with 148, and compiled a solid .293 
batting average. Defensively, he was the best 
catcher to come down the pike in many years. And 
he was versatile enough to play some first base, 
some third base, and do an occasional stint in the 
outfield. 

The result was a pennant for the Reds and an 
MVP prize for Bench. That winter, he was the toast 
of the sporting world, a budding young TV person- 
ality with his own syndicated show and several 
business enterprises in the works, 


... THEN THE BUST! 
Then the roof fell in. If 1970 was a boom, 1971 
was a bust...a complete bust. From a super- 


duper superstar, Bench became an also-ran of 
mediocre proportions. The Big Red Machine fell 
apart at the seams, and the disgruntled Cincy fans 
let the players know about it .. . especially Bench. 

Why the sudden turn-around? In his previous 
three full seasons, Bench had become progressively 
better. His average went from .275 to .293 twice. 
His homer output increased from 15 to 26 to 45, 
while his ribbys went from 82 to 90 to 148. He 
seemed to have everything. An instant Hall of Famer 
according to most. 

Then came the big slide. Everyone had theories, 
everyone tried to help. 

The general consensus was that Johnny simply 
got to the top too fast. All the attention, the 
glamor, the plaudits came to one thing—pressure. It 
can come down on a young ballplayer like a bomb. 
When John got off poorly in ’71, he started to feel 
it in a hurry. 

One of his off-season ventures was a Wheaties 
commercial. As soon as he stopped hitting, he 


began hearing it: “Hey, Bench, forget to eat your 
Wheaties today!” Similar chants roared from the 
stands with increasing regularity. And the more the 
boo birds got on him, the harder he tried. 


HIS MANAGER EXPLAINS 

“It got so that John was so anxious to hit he was 
swinging at everything in the general vicinity of the 
plate,” said his manager, Sparky Anderson. “When 
the season ended I sent him down to the Florida 
Instructional League and had him stand at home 
plate with a bat in his hands and just call balls and 
strikes. He had to learn the strike zone all over 
again. 

“But that wasn’t the only trouble,” the Cincy 
skipper continued. “The media people just 
wouldn’t leave him alone. When he’d get within 
20-feet of the batting cage during warmups, there’d 
be TV men, reporters, and photographers all beg- 
ging for a minute here or a minute there. I just 
wish they’d let him go out there and play ball.” 

Such is the price of fame, especially when the 
man is young, exciting, and strikingly handsome, as 
is Bench. After awhile, though, fame can hang 
around your neck like a medicine ball. And no one 
felt worse about the season than John. 

“[’m not proud of myself at all,” he said 
candidly. ‘I feel I’m the one most responsible for 
the team’s failure. I’ve got to be the leader and I 
just haven’t delivered. 

“It’s funny, I’ve had a fear of failing since I was 
18. I’ve always wondered if I could live up to the 
expectations, my own as well as the next guy’s. 
And it was the first time in my life that I’ve been 
down for so long.” 

Bench’s own explanation for the poor season 
suffered by the Reds and by him was a simple one. 
“We just began taking too much for granted. It was 
so easy for us in 1970 that we just thought it 
would be that way again. When we started badly, 
we figured it was just a matter of time before we 


_snapped out of it. Then, suddenly, it was too late.” 


ARMY RESERVE DIDN’T HELP 

John also said his two weeks of army reserve 
duty caused him to lose his rhythm. He kept a 
killing schedule, getting up at 4:30 a.m. to serve 
Uncle Sam, then racing back to the ballpark (a 
two-hour drive) to play that night. He finished his 
stint dead tired, just as the club went on a long 
trip. He figures the whole thing caused him six 
weeks of lost time during the season. 

But while John admits to these things rather 
freely, he denies some of the other accusations, 
which point to his off-season banquet schedule and 
new endeavors such as the TV show as being 
reasons for his downfall. 

“I’m not about to give up the TV show,” he 
said. “It’s fun and it only takes up about two hours 
a week. Besides, it brings in some money and is an 
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investment for the future. An athlete’s career 
doesn’t last forever, so he’s got to prepare for the 
future. 

“As for my off-season traveling, I know people 
said it took too much out of me, I think that’s 
nonsense. I enjoy traveling around and I’m used to 
it. I can’t see where that had any effect on my 
season.” 

All of the pros and cons are in. Why did Bench 
have the off season? First of all, he’s human. Every 
star has a bad year. It was probably a combination 
of pressure and anxiety, and the little things that 
can happen to a hitter and cause him to fall out of 
the good groove. 

When John went down to Florida this past 
winter, former Major League Lou Fonseca studied 
the Bench style. Fonseca, a long-time hitting con- 
sultant and filmmaker, suggested that John make 
some adjustments in his stance, moving further 
back in the batter’s box. He also concluded that 
John should stop swinging for the fences and start 
going with the pitch, spraying the ball to all fields. 


SAME PROBLEMS AGAIN 

For awhile it looked as if it would work. Then 
when 1972 began, it was the same thing all over 
again...a slow start with a one-for-22 slump 
thrown in. Neither Bench nor the team was 
moving. and the fans started all over again. Then 
two things happened. 

First teammate Pete Rose, a notorious spray 
hitter, told John to knock it off. “You’re not 
striking out enough, man,” Rose barked. “When 
you’re swinging right, your money is in left field.” 

The second was another visit from Fonseca. Lou 
suggested that John make a minor adjustment in 
his swing, and suddenly it happened... 1970 all 
over again. John was crashing the ball and driving 
in runs. During one seven-day stretch in early June, 
he slammed eight homers and was suddenly among 
the leaders in round trippers and RBI’s. His batting 
average climbed from the .220’s into the .290’s. 
And the Redlegs drove into the thick of their 
divisional race. 

It’s too early to say, but Johnny Bench could 
come all the way back to 1970—and more! And 
stay around it for a long time to come. 

Before his MVP year of 1970, Bench was given a 
baseball by all-time great Ted Williams. On that 
ball the Splendid Splinter inscribed: “To Johnny 
Bench: A Hall of Famer for sure.’’ And if anyone 
could know, Williams is the man. 

Why could Johnny Bench come back? It’s sim- 
ple. He just has too much natural baseball equip- 
ment not to. Maybe he needed the off year to 
remind him that you’ve got to work to stay on top. 

The word is out in National League circles. 
Johnny Bench is rocking the ball and the Big Red 
Machine could roll once more! 
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BASEBALL'S 


SUPER 
KUKE? 


14 


a porno TOM 


There was a time back in the 
history of baseball when a lefthanded 
pitcher was considered something of a 
kuke. It just wasn't natural for a guy 
to throw a ball with his left arm. 
Anytime one of these portsiders did 
something strange, they said it was 
because he operated from the left side. 

You say that’s all part of baseball’s 
past now, right? Well, hold on! Isn't 
there a top lefty who defies his bosses 
by traveling around on a motorcycle? 
And _ stuffs himself with pizzas and 
doughnuts on the theory they will give 
him strength? And brings his own 
champagne into the ciubhouse to 
celebrate his first 20-game season? 

We're talking, of course, about 
Michael S. Lolich, better known as 
Mickey Lolich, ace lefthander of the 
Detroit Tigers...25-game winner, 
superpitcher, World Series hero, and 
one of the weirdest characters in 
baseball today. 

When Mickey stands out on the 
mound facing a hitter, he lets it all 
hang out. Or hang over. The Lolich 
belly is as famous as his assortment of 
pitches. You sometimes wonder how 
he can get his left arm to swing past 
his increasing super belly. 


MICKEY‘S GREAT RECORD 

It’s easy. Mickey digs it that way. 
Just listen to what he did last season. 
In 1971, Mickey Lolich won 25 games, 
tops in the Majors. He started 45 
times, finished 29, pitched 376 innings 
and fanned 308 batters... all league 
leading totals. Quite a season. And for 
all his efforts, Mickey Lolich won... 


MEET THE SUPER BELLY 
WHO PITCHES LEFTHANDED, 
HITS RIGHTHANDED AND 
THINKS UPSIDE DOWN. 


BY VINCE MARLE 


NOTHING! 

That’s right. Mickey finished 
second best all around. Vida Blue 
topped him for the Cy Young Award 
and the MVP, and teammate Norm 
Cash even beat him out for Comeback 
Player of the Year. The only prize 
Mickey could have won was Pot Belly 
of the Year. And they don’t give 
anything for that...unless it’s an- 
other pizza. 

“| started getting a pot belly in 
1962,” Mickey says proudly. “I guess 
it runs in the family. For awhile | tried 
to work it off, then | just accepted it. 
Last year it was the biggest it’s ever 
been and | had my best year. So it 
stays.” 

The pot belly has been the least of 
Lolich’s problems. He’s always been a 
good pitcher, yet received very little 
recognition during his career. He won 
18 games with the Tigers in 1964, his 
second year in the Majors, and has 
won 15, 14, 14, 17, 19, 14,-and 25 
since then. But it seems that his 
off-field exploits are what get him into 
the news. 

Like his escapades with his motor- 
cycle. He always enjoyed riding the 
two-wheeled buzz-bombs to and from 
the ballpark, all dapped out in his 
leather riding garb and a big smile. A 
cleancut Hell’s Angel? Not quite. But 
the Tiger brass always worried about 
him taking a spill and injuring his left 
arm. As a matter of fact, that’s how it 
all started. 


A LUCKY FALL 

“| became a lefty when | was a 
kid,” he says. “I fell off a tricycle 
and the doctors told me to exercise 
the arm.” 

Maybe that’s why the Tigers don’t 
want him on any vehicle that ends 
with the word “cycle.” 

Lolich just laughs at the whole 
thing. “Now | pitch lefthanded, hit 
righthanded, and think upside down,” 
he says. 


MICKEY LOLICH 


a / 

But no matter how he thinks, 
Lolich can still pitch. The trouble is 
that he’s spent so much of his career in 
the shadows—and a big part of that 
shadow was cast by ex-teammate 
Denny McLain. 

In 1968, Denny set the baseball 
world on fire by winning 31 games, a 
feat not accomplished in almost 35 
years. In the World Series with the 
Cards that year, the best Denny could 
do was a 1-2 mark. Lolich took care of 
the rest, winning three straight com- 
plete games and allowing the St. Louis 
Cardinals just five runs! 

McLain marched off to Las Vegas 
to play his organ for the beautiful 
people. Someone talked Mickey into 
following with a singing group. It 
flopped. So Mickey came back to 
Detroit and endorsed a chain of pizza 
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parlors. Pretty soon he was sampling 
the product. 

In 1969, Mickey had his best year 
with 19 victories. He couldn’t get that 
20th, though, and McLain stayed in 
the spotlight with 24 wins. Then the 
next year Denny’s star began to fade. 
He was in trouble, suspended, and 
generally ineffective. By coincidence, 
Mickey blew the chance for the 
limelight and had his worst year, a 
14-19 season. 


A GROUND BELLY 

Disgusted by it all, he spent the 
winter dining on pizza and dough- 
nuts ...and he gained 10 pounds. The 
six-foot tall Lolich now wighed a 
scale-busting 212 pounds. 

Instead of working on the belly in 
spring training, Mickey worked on 
some new pitches. He developed a 
slider and a sinker, and learned to put 
more “‘sail’’ on his fastball. The result 
was a fast start in 1971. 

But out of nowhere a young 
lefthander named Vida Blue came 
along and took baseball by storm. By 
the All-Star break, Blue had 17 
victories. Lolich was struggling along 
with 14. And not too many people 
remember that Mickey was more 
effective in that game, wrapping it up 
with a save after Blue was tagged for a 
couple of early runs. 

In the second half, Blue faltered, 
while Lolich came on. But when 
Mickey closed in on his 20th win, 
there was little fanfare. Blue had been 
invited to the White House when he 
got his. 

After Mickey clinched the big win, 
the Tigers returned to the clubhouse 
and found six bottles of champagne 
waiting for them. A celebration? Sure, 
with everything bought and paid for 
by Mickey Lolich. If no one else 
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would toast him, he’d do it himself. As 
he sipped the bubbly and shared it 
with his mates, Mickey explained that 
the 20 wins meant a lot to him. 


LOLICH PROVES HIMSELF 

Mickey didn’t stop at 20 last year. 
He finished stronger than he started, 
and his left arm showed no signs of 
strain in throwing nearly 400 innings. 

There was another party thrown by 
Mickey last year. It was in a 
Washington hotel after he won number 
23, catching Blue. Then he passed Blue 
and waited. 

First he showed anxiety. ““You 
know,”’ he said, “as far as I’m con- 
cerned it would be a shame to lead the 
league in wins, starts, complete games, 
innings pitched, and strikeouts, and 
come up with nothing. | mean, what 
does a man have to do to win some- 
thing?” 

"I'm not even thinking about 
awards,” said Mickey,: “because he 
(Blue) is so popular, he'll get every- 
thing. Plus he’s with a first place club 
and I’m not. So that’s that.” 

Mickey was right. Blue won every- 
thing, and Mickey had to settle for a 
big raise in his contract. It’s probably 
the lack of recognition that’s made 
Lolich the free spirit he is. Asked 
about the secret of his great season, he 
ignores his new pitches and the 
confidence the Detroit people have in 
him. He attributes it to one thing. 

“Fat,” he says. 

And he shows no desire to slow 
down. Mickey is off to another great 
season in ‘72, and the belly’s getting 
bigger than ever. If he continues going 
this well, he'll win the Cy Young 
someday. And when he does, he'll 
undoubtedly be the fattest pitcher 
ever to receive it. 

And maybe one of the best! 
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BARNABAS 


“SMALL” 


FREY 


OF THE SABER-TOOTHED TIGERS 


SEN THREE YEARS OF 
LITTLE LEAGUE PLAY, 
BARNABAS HAS WALKED 
144 TIMES WHILE GOING 
TO THE PLATE [44 TIMES. 
NO PITCHER HAS EVER 
THROWN HIM A STRIKE. 
“T CAN'T FIGURE OUT 
WHY,“SAYS DUM DUM 
DAVIS, OF THE RIVAL 
PANTHERS, "I’M SURE 
HE CAN‘T HIT A LICK.” 


UBBLE BUM CARDS 


BY FLOPPS GUM 


Series no 4h 


2G/2¢ FOR PACK OF 4 
AND A SQUARE INCH OF 
FLOPPS VEGETABLE FLAVOR GUM 
“NO BUBBLE BUSTS LIKE FLOPPS” 


PHIL'CRY BABY" 


WATERMAN 
OF THE DODO BIRDS 
AMOUS FOR HIS NERVOUSNESS, 
TENSION AND BUCKETS OF 
TEARS, PHIL HAS BROKEN ALL 
EXISTING RECORDS FOR RAIN- 
OUTS ON SUNNY DAYS, IN TWO 
SEASONS OF PLAY, HE CAUSED 
17 GAMES TO BE RAINED OUT 
AND FOUR TO BE CALLED BE- 
CAUSE OF WET GROUNDS. AS HIS 
COACH, TOBY TURNTRICK SAYS: 
"PHIL 15 GREAT TO HAVE ON 
THE BENCH WHEN YOU'RE (7 
RUNS BEHIND AFTER TWO 
INNINGS OF PLAY.GIVE ME NINE 
PHIL WATERMANS AND T' 


LL 
NEVER LOSE ANOTHER GAME! ". 
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JULIUS JUMBO 


OF THE PTERODACTYLS 


(ONLY PLAYER IN GUM CARD 
HISTORY TO RATE TWO CARDS, 
BECAUSE OF HIS MORE THAN 
AVERAGE WEIGHT, JULIUS 
COULON'T FITON ONLY ONE. 
HE CAN FIELD ANY POSITION, 


OF PLAY FOR THREE SOLID 
SEASONS--AN ALL-TIME RECORD, 
fey THE WAY, FOSTER JUMBO, 
JULIUS’ FATHER, 1S THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL 
SOCIETY OF LITTLE LEAGUES. 


Quarterback -Bob Griese brings his Miami Dolphins to 
the line of scrimmage. He takes the snap, whirls and gives 
the ball to halfback Jim Kiick. Kiick takes two steps to his 
left, then cuts back over tackle behind fullback Larry 
Csonka’s block and gains five yards. 

Griese gets the ball again. This time he gives it to 
Csonka, who follows Kiick into the line and rams ahead for 
six and a first down. Then it’s Csonka again, around left 
end for a gain of seven. Next time Griese fakes to his 
fullback and tosses a little swing pass to Kiick, for six more 
yards and another first down! j 

The Dolphin offense is rolling, and Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid—Larry Csonka and Jim Kiick—are in high 
gear. Football’s Dynamic Duo are at it again. 

But what has caused these two young running backs to 
become football’s most feared pair since the legendary days 
of Doc Blanchard and Glenn Davis? In an exclusive 
interview with Jim Kiick, SUPERSTAR SPORTS got some 
important answers. 

“When you play with someone—another back or even an 
offensive line—for a long time, you get to know him or 
them very well,” Jim Kiick told SUPERSTAR SPORTS. 
“This makes your job easier, because you perfect blocking 
techniques that helps you to be a better runner.” 

“Larry and | have similar running styles,” Jim Kiick 
further explained. ‘Neither of us is real fast, but because 
we run alike, it makes it easier to block and follow the 
other guy’s blocking. It also makes it easier for our linemen, 
because no matter which one of us they’re blocking for, the 
tempo of the run is the same. On the other hand, when a 
speedster like Mercury Morris comes in the game, everyone 
has to adjust.” 


PLAYED TOGETHER AS ALL-STARS 


Larry and Jim were both drafted by’the Dolphins in 
1968. Jim was a solid back out of Wyoming, while Larry 
was an All-American from Syracuse, who had broken 
rushing records set by Jim Brown, the late Ernie Davis, Jim 
Nance, and Floyd Little. 

“We met at the College All-Star game that year,” Jim 
said. “Larry was the star of the game and | didn’t play 
much. Then with the Dolphins Larry started immediately, 
and | didn’t play until he got hurt. It was the same thing the 
next year, though we did see some action as a tandem. Then 
the third year we really started playing together and have 
been going at it ever since.” 

Up to last season, when the Super Bow!-bound Dolphins 
came into the limelight as a team, Jim and Larry were 
simply known as Miami's elephant backfield, two big backs 
who would grind it-out. That they did. Jim, at 5-11, 
215-pounds, gained 621 yards as a rookie, 575 the next 
year, and 658 in 1970. He also grabbed 44, 29, and 42 
passes those seasons, establishing himself as a two-way 
threat. Fullback Csonka (6-2, 237) had rushing stats of 540, 
566, and 874. 

Last season the Dynamic Duo were suddenly Butch and 
Sundance, and they tore up the league. Csonka was second 
in the AFC in rushing with 1,051 yards on 195 carries and a 
5.4 average. Jim, though injured late in the year, rambled 
for 738 yards on 162 carries and a 4.6 average. Jim also 
found time to grab another 40 passes for 338 yards. 

What's it like playing with one back for so long? How 
does it help you? The answer is very basic, and Jim Kiick 
told us why. 
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CSONKA AND 
KIICK’S 
MAGIC FORMULA 


JIM KIICK TELLS 

WHAT HAS TURNED TWO FINE 
PLAYERS INTO FOOTBALL'S 
MOST FEARSOME DUO. 


By Jack Maye 
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GRIESE A BIG HELP 


“First of all," he said, “let me say that the whole thing is 
easier because we have Bob Griese as our quarterback. He 
knows how to run a football team, and he directs our 
offense very well. Having confidence in your quarterback is 
a big part of the game. 

“Secondly, Larry and | are friends, good friends, off the 
field. Now if you're going to run in the same backfield, this 
is very important. Everything you can do to know each 
other better is important.” 

Then Jim talked about his theories on blocking, and this 
is where he got down to cases. 

“We have worked very hard on our blocking over the 
years. Both Larry and | know that our success as runners is 
highly dependent on the blocking we have in front of us. 
We have a great offensive line. Larry Little is probably the 
best pulling guard in the league, and Doug Crusan, Bob 
DeMarco, Norm Evans, and Marv Fleming all do a great job. 
So we work a lot with them. We know their styles and 
techniques as blockers and they know how we run. By that 
| mean our speed, timing through the hole, and how we cut. 

“This is all very important. Your guard, for instance, 
sees something developing in front of him. If he knows the 
runner likes to cut back to the inside in a certain situation, 
he'll block accordingly. So the better the lineman knows 
the runner, the better blocking job he can do. Larry and | 
being the same type of backs is a big help to our linemen. 

“Then there are the many times that we block for each 
other. We both work as hard blocking as we do running. 
Again, this personal knowledge of each other is invaluable. 
When I'm blocking, | know how Larry is likely to move 
against a particular defensive set-up, or a particular de- 
fensive player. In other words, against certain linebackers, 
Larry likes to cut in, whereas against others, he’d rather cut 
out. | know this about him, and if it’s possible to tailor my 
block to the situation, | do it.” 


ALSO RUN SWEEPS 


Jim also explained that the former ‘‘elephant backfield’”’ 
isn’t adverse to running sweeps. 

“We're not THAT slow,” he said with a laugh. “‘As a 
matter of fact, Larry likes to run around the end even more 
than | do and he was quite successful with it last year. 
When you have a 5.4 rushing average like he did, you've got 
to be running to the outside.” 

Jim is the primary receiver. He'll likely catch around 40 
passes coming out of the backfield, while Csonka usually 
grabs about 15. There is a reason for that, too. 

“I've got better hands than he does,” said Jim. ‘Maybe 
it’s because | played baseball and basketball, while Larry 
was just a football player. But he’s also a great Besencenee 
so we need him back there to protect Griese.’ 

“You've got to remember,” Jim continued, ‘ ‘that any 
successful team must have a balanced attack. That’s what the 
Dolphins have worked to achieve. We're often criticized be- 
cause neither Larry nor myself is a breakaway back. But 
taking everything else into consideration, how often does a 
breakaway back actually breakaway?” 

Csonka and Kiick have another distinction between them. 
Last season they carried the ball a combined total of 357 
times and fumbled only once. 
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THEY RARELY FUMBLE 


“| did it,” Jim said, “I’m the guilty one. But, seriously, 
there’s nothing more embarrassing for a runner than to 
fumble the ball. We work at not fumbling. That means 
concentrating hard on holding the football and practicing 
it. Some of it is luck, you know, the way you get hit or the 
way you fall. But we take a lot of pride in hanging on to 
the ball and feel it’s an important part of the game.” 

Jim rates the Jets, Colts, and Kansas City Chiefs as the 
three teams toughest to run against. K.C. has the best 
linebackers in football, he says, and that makes it really 
rough. 

As for two guys running in the same backfield, Jim has 
this general advice. 

“Study each other and the rest of your offensive 
teammates. Know what your linemen can do. When you 


practice with your running mate, try to point out each 
other’s mistakes. You can also work on pass patterns 
together. And most of all, work on that blocking. Know 
how to follow each other into the line and react accord- 
ingly. You'll never regret it.” 

Jim and Larry will continue as Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid in 1972. The Dolphins lost out in the Super 
Bow! last year and both runners want to be back there 
again. So look for them to be hurling their bodies into the 
line, skirting the ends, and grabbing passes from Bob Griese. 

And most of all, look for them to be working together, 
blocking, faking, running, helping each other to become the 
best one-two running punch in pro football. 


Larry Csonka poses prettily 
(above), crashes the line (below) 
and lunges for some “second 
effort” yardage (at the left). 


Jim Kiick tries Baltimore’s 
left side in the other photo. 


I'll never forget the afternoon it all began. Dad and | 
were watching the New York Mets play the San Francisco 
Giants on TV. One of the Mets, | can’t recall who, hit a 
tremendous drive to centerfield. Willie Mays turned his 
back toward home plate at the crack of the bat and ran like 
a deer toward the distant wall. In one incredible motion, he 
leaped and speared the towering blast. 

It was the most fantastic catch I’d ever seen, and | was 
so filled with wonder for Willie that | forgot he had nipped 
my Mets’ rally in the bud. Watching the instant replay in 
slow motion, the catch seemed even more unbelievable. | 
actually found myself applauding the tv screen. 

“Why don’t you drop Willie a line and congratulate 
him?” Dad asked, as he noticed my eyes still staring in 
disbelief. ‘“‘Huh?” | answered. “‘How could | do that? | 
don’t even know his address.”” 

“Write him in care of the Giants,’ Dad suggested, ‘’I’m 
sure it'll get to him.” 

To be perfectly honest, the idea had never occurred to 
me. | ran and got a sheet of loose-leaf paper from my 
school notebook and began scribbling furiously. When | was 
finished, | grabbed the nearest envelope and addressed it to: 
“Willie Mays, c/o The San Francisco Giants, Candlestick 
Park, San Francisco, California.” 


AN ANSWER COMES 

I'd all but forgotten about my letter to Mays, when 
some three weeks later | received a postcard in the mail. | 
think | must have been in shock as | read: “Always nice to 
hear from a real-fan.”’ My jaw dropped ten feet as | saw the 
signature below the note. It was signed ‘Willie Mays.” 

“Wow!—Willie actually answered my letter,"’ | called to 
Dad as | ran to show him the card. When he saw it, he was 
almost as excited as | was. 

That was just the beginning. | began to write to ALL my 
sports heroes, and believe it or not, just about every one 
answered me! I’ve managed to build up a collection of 
almost a thousand autographs! And I’ve also found out a 
few things about writing to the different players. 


A TYPICAL LETTER 

Everyone likes to be told that he’s done a good job and 
that you appreciate his efforts. Sports stars are no 
exception. They were once fans just like us, and they had 
their heroes, too. They also happen to be anxious to 
encourage interest and support, and are always happy to 
hear from a true sports fan. Learning this, there was a 
kind of letter | developed that was a can’t miss way to an 
autograph collection. Here’s about the way it went... . 


Dear Mr. (p/ayer’s name), 

| am a fan of yours and have been a (name of his team) 
supporter for years. | have always enjoyed watching the 
(name of his team) play, and have been particularly excited 
by your performances on many of these occasions. | would 
consider it a great honor to have ‘your autograph, and 
would sincerely appreciate your signing the self-addressed 
postcard that is enclosed. 

Thank you very much, and the best of luck and success 
to you and the entire (name of his team) ballclub for the 
remainder of the season. 

Sincerely, 
(your name) 


BY ALLAN TURNER 


ACAN’T-MISS WAY 


TOAGIANT 
AUTOGRAPH 
COLLECTION 


JUST A FEW OF THE NAMES IN ALLAN TURNER'S 
AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION. 
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If you want to, you can use this letter for all the players 
you write to. (Don’t worry about them showing it to one 
another—they only do that with the weird letters.) You can 
also make your request more personal by referring to a 
specific game the player pitched, your enjoyment at 
watching him make a sensational hit or a terrific catch. 

Some players have photos they’ll send you, and it never 
hurts to ask for one “‘if possible.” Always include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to assure a quick reply, 
and you can even enclose two postcards for autographs, so 
that you'll have a spare to trade. 


USE BUBBLE-GUM CARDS 

There’s no limit to the ways in which you can add 
variety and interest to your collection. Since most players 
collected bubble-gum cards when they were younger, and 
still enjoy seeing their own picture on one, try mounting a 
gum card on a plain index card and sending that instead of 
the postal. Be sure to leave enough room above or below 
the picture for his signature because the shiny surface of 
the gum card will not take ink well. In this case, it’s best to 
enclose an envelope large enough for the return of the 
index card, as you sure enough want to receive it without 
any bent or broken edges. 

Your autograph collection need not be limited to the 
stars playing today. Old-timers would be thrilled to 
hear from you. Sometimes a ballclub will not be anxious to 
check their records for the addresses of their former 
players, but if you use a typewriter in addressing the 
envelope and make it appear formal by using the players’ 
actual name instead of his nickname (“‘Charles” instead of 
“Chuck”), there’s a pretty good chance they'll forward it to 
him. Also, it never hurts to mark it “Personal”. 

Don’t forget Minor League players! Many of yesterday's 
Minor League players are today’s Hall-of-Famers, and since 
very few of the players below the Major League level get 
fanmail from anyone outside the particular city they play 
for, they often write a nice and very personal reply. It’s 
always especially gratifying to have gotten the autograph of 
a player before anyone else knew his name, and then watch 
him become a Joe DiMaggio, Hoyt Wilhelm, or Maury Wills. 
(And you'll have the postmark on the card as testimony to 
your fine scouting ability.) 


OTHER KINDS OF AUTOGRAPHS 

The complete autograph collection can even include the 
signatures of club owners, coaches, general managers and 
umpires (some of whom are former Major League players). 
With umpires, you can write in care of any ballpark in their 
league and mark your envelope ‘Please Forward,” or ‘‘Hold 
For Arrival.’ Also, an appreciative letter to that most 
unsung of all sports figures, the trainer, will frequently net 
you a team photo and perhaps even some other souvenirs as 
well. 

Many big-time athletes like to encourage fans to follow 
the same path they’ve taken. Their helpful answer to a 
question you may ask will give you some valuable informa- 
tion in addition to a very personal response. Football 
players in particular seem happy to discuss the technical 
aspects of their sport. Hockey players will frequently send 
you photos—even though you may not even have requested 
them. 

Players in a newly-formed league (such as the American 
Basketball Association) are frequently extremely generous 
in response to their fans. It means a great deal to them to 
win support for their teams and their league. 


QUESTIONS TO ASK 

Feel perfectly free to ask a question or two of any sports 
figure. The chances are that he remembers being in the 
same position you're in. If you’re not sure about where 
your weight should be in taking a lineman’s stance, whether 
you're old enough to throw a curve, if lifting barbells will 
hurt your coordination, or how best to improve your 
running speed—write to the men who know the answers. 

The past two years have been really great ones for me. 
I've carried on correspondence with some of the biggest 
names in sports, and it gets to be more exciting and more 
fun every day. | never know exactly what I'll find in the 
mail when | come home, but | like surprises . . . and | get a 
new one almost every day. I’m sure glad | took Dad’s advice 
and sent that letter to San Francisco. I’ve got a groovy 
autograph collection now, and it's still growing. 

Good luck to you in starting yours. 


23 


WHY IS 

FRANK ROBINSON 
BASEBALL'S 
SMOALEADER? =. 


HIS OLD ORIOLE AND NEW DODGER 
TEAMMATES AGREE: ROBBY HAS FOUND 
THE RECIPE TO MAKE HIM SUPERLEADER,. 


Frank Robinson, now in his 17th Big League 
season, is a career .300 hitter, has belted more than 
500 home runs and is the only man in baseball 
history to have won the Most Valuable Player 
award in both leagues! What’s more there’s more. 

Frank Robinson is more than just a great 
slugger. No matter where he’s played—Cincinnati, 
Baltimore, and now Los Angeles—Robinson has 
been a superleader, the man who makes things 
happen, the player who personifies the soul and 
spirit of a winning team. 

Robby’s ability to lead has become even more 
apparent since the mid-winter trade that sent him 
to the Dodgers after he spent six years making the 
Orioles baseball’s most powerful team. It’s the one 
thing everyone’s talked about. In fact, Brooks 
Robinson, the Birds’ great third baseman, was one 
of the first to mention how Frank’s leadership 
qualities emerged at Baltimore. 

“When Frank came over here from Cincinnati,” 
explains Brooks, “he was quiet at first, trying to 
find his place within the organization. There were 
some nasty things said about him when he left 
Cincinnati, so I guess he figured everyone would be 
watching him. 

“But leadership is a matter of respect, nothing 
else. It’s a measure of how much of yourself you’re 
willing to give to others, and at the same time, how 
much others are willing to accept. We all knew that 
Frank could play the game, but we didn’t know 
how much of it he could give the rest of us. It 
didn’t take us long to find out. 

“We had a lot of young ballplayers that year, 
and we hadn’t won anything before. Soon most of 
them were going to Frank and he’d tell them what 
they were doing wrong. He never pushed himself 
on someone who didn’t ask, but those he talked to 
listened hard. You can’t help listening to a guy like 
Frank. You can just feel his inner strength. 


THE TURNING POINT 

Brooks recalls a single incident that occurred 
early in that 1966 season, which he still thinks of 
as the turning point in Oriole fortunes. 

“Frank was batting against Cleveland,” he says. 
“We had a rally going and they took out Sam 
McDowell (a lefty) and brought in Luis Tiant (a 
righty). Well, Frank hit the first pitch and I 
couldn’t believe it. It took off like a shot, cleared 
the left field seats and went over the wall. They tell 
me it stopped 540 feet from home plate. 

“T never believed it was possible to hit a ball out 


of our park until I saw Frank do it. I'll always 
believe there was something symbolic in that 
incredible blast. He not only pulled the ball over 
the fence, but he pulled us over the top.” 

Other members of the current Orioles are just as 
emphatic when remembering their former leader. 

Says hard-throwing righthander Jim Palmer, 
“Frank was everything anyone could have asked 
for, and then some. It really meant something to 
go out to the mound, look at right field and realize 
he was there. Or if you knew you needed another 
run, you’d look down the bench at Frank and just 
know that he’d somehow get it for you.” 

“He plays baseball the way it’s supposed to be 
played,” Brooks Robinson continued. “He’ll do 
whatever he has to do to win .. . break up a double 
play, move a runner over, or get the big hit. He’s 
never held back or been unwilling to sacrifice 
himself for the good of the team.” 


WHAT THE DODGERS SAY 

But the Orioles aren’t the only ones to recognize 
Robby’s leadership qualities. To the Dodgers, he 
was not only a great ballplayer, but the kind of 
inspirational force needed to bring out the full 
potential of the team’s many young players. 

Director of Player Personnel, Al Campanis, 
expressed his reasons for wanting Robinson like 
this: 

“We wanted Frank for his baseball ability, that 
goes without saying, but his intangibles are his 
biggest asset. He can be a leader because he’s a 
positive thinker. In some ways he’s a lot like Maury 
Wills. They’re both guys who know there’s more to 
the game than hitting and pitching. They’re aggres- 
sive, opportunistic, heads-up ballplayers who take 
advantage of every break. They’re always thinking 
about winning.” 

Dodger centerfielder Willie Davis echoed Cam- 
panis’ sentiments. “Frank can’t do anything but 
help us,”’ speedy Willie said. “He’s always been a 
winner and we’ve got all those kids on the team. 
It’s got to be an influence. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that he’s going to take us over the hump.” 

Sound familiar? It sure does. And if Robby’s 
positive attitude is any indication, he’s once again 
ready to do the job. 

“I know I can still play regularly,” Robby 
explained before beginning his third career. “My 
home is in Los Angeles and I know the Dodger 
organization is one of the best in baseball. If a deal 
had to be made, I’m glad it was with the Dodgers.” 
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FRANK ROBINSON 


LO rer 


TOOK TRADE BADLY 

But the superstar admitted that he was shocked 
when he first heard the news. “Sure, I was stunned, 
sort of dazed at first. You know, it gets to a point 
where you think you’re an important part of the 
club. You know you’ve made a contribution, then 
suddenly they’ve got someone to take your place. 
They don’t need you anymore. It hurts your 
feelings and shatters your pride. It really gets you 
down. 

“But then you start thinking about the other 
club, the one you’re going to. You say to yourself, 
‘They must think I can help them. They need me.’ 
I know the Dodgers have a winning tradition, so 
I’m lucky that I’m going there. It could have been a 
lot worse. 


“Then pretty soon you’re holding your head up 
again and the wound is healed. So’s your pride, and 
then your enthusiasm returns. It’s another new 
challenge, and you’ve got to be ready to meet it.” 

When Robby got over the initial jolt of the 
trade, his sense of realism took over and he 
understood. 

“That’s the way it is sometimes. Last year we 
had four regular outfielders—Don Buford, Paul 
Blair, Merv Rettenmund, and myself. Plus there 
were a couple of good ones, Terry Crowley and 
Don Baylor, who just couldn’t be kept in the 
minors any longer. I knew someone would be 
going. Buford and myself were the oldest, so I 
figured it would be one of us.” 


START WITH REDS 
It’s been a long road for Frank Robinson. He 
broke in with the Reds in 1956 as a 20-year-old 


rookie and promptly tied a Major League record 
with 38 homers his freshman year. That was the 
season the Redlegs clubbed out a record tying 221 
round trippers. Robby stayed in Cincinnati for 10 
seasons. His MVP year was 1961, when he led the 
club to its first pennant since 1940, batting .323, 
with 37 homers and 124 RBI’s. The next year he 
was even better, hitting .342, with 39 circuit clouts 
and 136 ribbys. 

After that, the romance with Cincy began 
fading. The club was on the decline and General 
Manager Bill DeWitt decided to unload his two big 
stars, Robinson and Vada Pinson. Robby went 
after the 1965 season, accompanied by the tag that 
he was an “old 30” and washed up. 

Baltimore didn’t think so and he quickly proved 
them right. In his first year in the American League 
he won the triple crown with stats of .316, 49 and 
122. The O’s won the pennant that year, then 
topped the Dodgers in four straight. Robby had 
two homers in the series and was named the MVP 
by SPORT Magazine. He was also the American 
League’s Most Valuable. The “old man” played 
like a kid that year. Now he’s 36 and returning to 
the National League after a six-year absence. It 
doesn’t bother him a bit. 

“T guess I’ll have to go back to school now that 
I’m in the National League again,” he said, smiling 
through his strong, dark face. “I’ll just chat with 
some of the older players like Wills, and Jim 
Gilliam, one of our coaches. Then I'll sit down 
with the pitchers and ask about playing certain 
hitters, or how they’ll pitch them in certain 
situations. But I don’t really like to talk to other 
hitters about the pitchers. I’d rather work from my 
own reservations. Maybe I'll ask about trick 
pitches, and stuff like that, but I’ve never been 
guided by someone else’s instincts.” 


HIS OWN MAN 

Nor has Frank Robinson been bothered by 
opinions or criticisms. He always has been and still 
is much his own man. As expected, he’s become an 
immediate leader on the Dodgers of 1972, doing 
the same things he did so well at Cincinnati and 
Baltimore. And it comes out to winning ballgames. 

Perhaps Brooks Robinson said it best when 
talking about the Orioles without Frank. 


“We were a good club when he got here, and he 
helped make us a great one. He was a player, a 
teacher, and a leader. We never won anything 
before he came, and I'll have to say he was the one 
man mainly responsible for the first three of our 
four pennants. It wasn’t only what he did on the 
field, but it was the qualities he gave to the 
younger players on the team. We’ll miss him 
around here. He was more than just a superstar.” 

We’ll supply the missing word. Frank Robinson: 
Superleader. 
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READERS PAGE 
EXPERT REVIEWS 


FOOTBALL BOARD GAMES 


BY ROBERT SHORE, 
BOSTON, MASS., AGE 14 


Roman Gabriel fading back, the Viking blitz is 
on! The Ram quarterback runs toward the 
sidelines, Page lunges for the scrambling Gabriel 
but it’s too late. He gets it away and it’s a bomb! 
Wonder what happens? Look at the chart . . . Like 
in most football board games. 

In the first issue of SUPERSTAR SPORTS, I 
read a review of baseball board games by someone 
who had owned or played most of them. Well, in 
the field of football board games, I consider myself 
an expert—I’ve got a closet full of them. And here 
are some of my feelings. 


ALL PRO FOOTBALL-It’s a full-fledged mem- 
ber of the All Pro game family ...it’s slow 
moving. They claim it takes a lot of skill and 
strategy. But when you lose two in a row to your 
nine year old sister, it can’t take that much skill. 

TUDOR ELECTRIC FOOTBALL—Players move 
around by vibration of the board. Don’t be fooled 
by the dazzling cover or the beautifully painted 
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Fergie Jenkins By Peter Welles, Chicago, III, Age 13 


men, it quickly becomes a bore. 

CADACO ALL-AMERICAN—Mostly luck. Fun 
for an eight or nine year old. If you’re any older, 
try something else. 

AVALON HILL STRATEGY FOOTBALL—It is 
fast-moving, but with little color to it. Can be fun 
for the moment but you do get bored after awhile. 

VINCE LOMBARDI FOOTBALL—Too many 
charts. You get dizzy after one play. 

TUDOR NFL STRATEGY FOOTBALL—A very 
gimmicky game. There are transparent charts, an 
automatic clock, etc. It is very interesting and very 
realistic with both players using equal charts. I 
would say it is an excellent game, but it’s price 
(about $18) makes it one of. the costliest on the 
market. 

CADACO HALL OF FAME ELECTRIC FOOT- 
BALL—Has a very unique gimmick. One player 
makes a pick on a defensive chart, one on an 
offensive chart and they are put together on a 
screen. They combine and the result is lit up on the 
screen. It’s excellent, except that it’s poorly made 
and has too few charts. 

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED FOOTBALL-—Like all 
Sports Illustrated games, it’s very colorful. It has 
color coded charts for all NFL teams. Offense 
picks a play, defense picks a counter play. Both 
roll dice to see how they match up on charts. Lots 
of fun except you sometimes get sick of rolling 
dice. 

STRATAMATIC FOOTBALL-I feel this is the 
best of the football games. Has the most strategy 
and realism of any. There are charts for all teams 
and players in the NFL. Has less color than SI 
Football, but more realistic. Well worth the price. 

THINKING MAN’S FOOTBALL—Forget its 
fantastic cover. All luck and no skill. Has a few 
gimmicks, but you could never have your own 
league with this. 


NEXT ISSUE: One of our Little League readers 
will give you the pros and cons of Little League 
play. A totally honest report. Remember SUPER- 
STAR SPORTS will pay $10 to any reader whose 
story or artwork is printed on these pages. We are 
seeking reviews, experiences and opinions of 
games, equipment, books or other objects and 
things of interest to our readers. Submissions 
cannot be returned. Let us hear from you. 
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SUPERSTAR EXCLUSIVE! 


49er HEAD COACH 
GIVES YOU A 
FOOTBALL LESSON 


POSITION BY POSITION TIPS BY ONE 
OF THE NFL’S TOP COACHES. IN HIS OWN 
WORDS, WRITTEN JUST FOR YOU! 


Dick Nolan, the youthful head coach of the San 
Francisco 49ers, knows the formulas for success. 
After starring as a quarterback, halfback, and 


defensive back at the University of Maryland, Dick 


joined the New York Giants and was a standout 
defensive back for them during their winning days 
in the late fifties and early sixties. 

For five seasons he was an assistant to Tom 
Landry, helping to mold the Cowboys into the 
powerhouse Super Bowl champs they are today. 
He became top man at San Francisco in 1968, and 
has built his team into the NFC’s Western Division 
champions the last two years. 

As the father of four growing boys, Dick Nolan 
is obviously interested in youngsters. And as a 
football coach, he wants to help them develop into 
better athletes and gridiron performers. Coach 
Nolan spoke to SUPERSTAR SPORTS recently 
and told us how he would coach youngsters 
looking to college and pro football. This is his 
story. 


I’d like to begin by stating a few general rules. 
First of all, one of the most important things a 
young football player must master is the art of 
concentration. And it is an art. Anyone who plays 
football must concentrate one-hundred percent on 
his job. This is a major fault of many youngsters. 
Most mistakes are made when a player isn’t paying 
attention to his responsibilities. Improve your 
concentration and you'll improve as a ballplayer. 
That, ll guarantee. 

I’ve always found that youngsters, in general, are 
in pretty good natural shape. That’s because 
they’re always running around and are very active 
in their normal lives. So I’d suggest for football 
that they work on things like starts and quickness. 
Practice 10, 20, and 30-yard sprints, getting off the 
mark in a hurry and really bursting out that initial 
yardage. 


Now let’s look at the individual positions . . . 
QUARTERBACK — A _ quarterback runs the 
offense, so he must make believers of his 
teammates. It’s very important that he establish his 
leadership ability right away. Call those plays with 
confidence ... make your calls crisp and decisive, 
like you know they’re going to work. 

When handing the ball off, look it right into the 
back’s belly, then carry out your fakes. Fakes will 
help you on pass plays. Each handoff is important, 
because perfection of these seemingly simple plays 
will sell them to your teammates. 

Many young quarterbacks have a naturally 
strong arm and tend to rifle a pass the same way 
every time. If their receiver is 40 or 50 yards 
downfield, they try to throw line drives right to 
the spot, instead of hanging the ball up there and 
allowing the receiver to run under it. They also fire 
the ball the same way if the receiver is running a 
short square out or swing pattern. No good. You’ve 
got to develop a touch on short passes. The pass 
must still be crisp, but not too hard. 

Quarterbacks are wise to increase their muscle 
tone and strength, but they shouldn’t work on 
brute strength. That won’t help them at all. 
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RUNNING BACK — The explosive start is the 
most important thing for a runner to work on. He’s 
got to be able to go either way, with equal 
quickness, and he can practice this on his own, just 
going up and down the length of a football field. 
Get down, then sprint 20 yards. Stop, get right 
down in the set again, and burst right on out of 
there again. You can’t do too much of this. And 
don’t forget, a back has to go in all directions, so 
lateral starts are just as important as the straight 
ahead stuff. 

It’s all right if a runner lifts weights, but he must 
do a lot of running at the same time. Sure, you 
want more strength, but you’ve got to be very 
careful not to start bulking up. Then you'll lose 
that all-important quickness and agility. 
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ENDS — Pass receivers must really concentrate. 
First of all, you’ve got to concentrate on catching 
the ball before you run with it. Too many guys are 
thinking about taking off before the ball is even in 
their hands. You know how that ends up. Another 
thing a receiver must concentrate on is not 
worrying about being hit as he catches the ball. 
Again, concentrate on making the catch itself, then 
go hard. When you're going hard, you don’t feel a 
hit as much. 

One good drill for the hands is to stand with 
your back to the quarterback. He’ll throw the ball 
to different spots ... high or low, left or right .. . 
and he’ll holler in time for you to turn around, 
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locate the ball, and catch it. It’s a great drill for the 
reflexes as well as the hands. 


As for pass patterns, practice running two or 
three different patterns off the same basic move or 
fake. If you come off a fake the same way every 
time, the defensive back will soon pick it up. And 
don’t always run your pass routes at the same 
speed. Vary it, so you can always explode with 
that little extra to elude a defender or get to the 
ball. 

And work as much as you can with the 
quarterback. The better you know each other, the 
better combination you'll be. 
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LINEMEN — One of the most important move- 
ments for a lineman to perfect is his foot action. 
Both on offense and defense, linemen must keep 
those feet moving to drive through a play. 
Offensive linemen must discipline themselves to 
stay down until the ball is snapped, not be drawn 
offside by the defensive men, who may be stunting 
and jumping in and out of the line. Remember, on 
any kind of blocking action or technique, keep 
your feet moving. I can’t emphasize this enough. 

-. Even linemen must continue to run when 


they’re lifting weights. The same principle applies. | 


Lift for strength, not weight. Many pro linemen 
today prefer to operate at a lighter weight for 
quickness, providing their strength remains the 
same. 

There are four basic rules for a lineman to 
remember: 1.Be quick off the ball; 2. Drive 
through the play with your feet moving; 3. Make a 
strong second effort after the initial contact; 


4. Have pride in your performance and in the » 


performance of your unit. 
° 


LINEBACKERS — Linebackers must be as strong 
as a lineman and as fast as a defensive back. So 
they must be working constantly on agility and 
quickness, starts and body control. One drill we 
have for our linebackers is to have them run down 
a chalk line, crossing their right foot to the left side 
of the line and their left foot to the right side of 
the line. This drill is great for balance and body 
control. 

The linebacker must also practice all types of 
tackling: head on, angle, and sideline. He must also 


CATCHING: “PASS RECEIVERS MUST REALLY © 


CONCENTRATE. FIRST OF ALL, YOU'VE GOT 
TO CONCENTRATE ON CATCHING THE BALL 
BEFORE YOU RUN WITH IT.” 


0 8 EE Eee 
34 


4 


RUNNING: “THE EXPLOSIVE START IS THE MOST IMP! 
RUNNER TO WORK ON.” 


— 


be able to change direction quickly and accelerate 
like a shot. Those first two steps are extremely 
important. Linebacking also requires a tremendous 
amount of concentration. Know your job on every 
play, and really concentrate on doing it. 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS — Many of the same 
principles apply to a defensive back as to a 
linebacker. The defensive back must move either 
way and be capable of accelerating quickly. He’s 
got to tackle in the open field. On man-to-man 
- coverage he must learn to ignore everything but his 
specific assignment until the play is committed. 

The back must also have a tremendous amount 
of endurance, a certain staying power that others 
don’t need. So you’ve got to do a lot of running, 
both distance and sprints, to keep yourself in great 
shape. 

If you’re going for an interception and you 
know you’ve got it, make sure you take the ball at 
its highest point. If you wait, the receiver can come 
back across and get it. If you’re trying to knock a 
pass down, do it with the arm closest to the ball, so 
yow’re in good position to make the tackle if it’s 
caught. 
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SPECIAL TEAMS — Here, desire is the key. Games 
can be won or lost on the kicking units. 
Defensively, you’ve got to start fast and get 
downfield. Stay in your lane and be ready to dodge 
people trying to take you out of the play. Once the 
runner commits, then you can leave your area. 
Offensive blockers must pick a man and concen- 
trate on keeping him away from the flow of the 
play. 

° 

That’s about all I can say now. I’ve given you 
_ mostly general rules that will get you ready to play 
and make you aware of the things you must do. 
Your coach will teach you the finer points of the 
game. Listen to him and learn. 

One other thing. Enjoy the competition of 
football. You’re still growing and maturing, so 
work to get the maximum development from your 
5 body. Know yourself and strive to improve. Learn 
from the people playing with you and against you. 
You can always pick up a few pointers by listening 


») and watching. 


Who knows, someday you may be playing for 


Sew the 49ers. 
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- PASSING: “YOU’VE GO TO DEVELOP A 
TOUCH ON SHORT PASSES. THE PASS MUST 


J4 STILL BE CRISP, BUT NOT TOO HARD ” 


SPORTSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 


. Runs batted in (Initials) 
. New York Rangers’ league (Initials) 
. First name of Notre Dame football 


coach Parseghian 


. One time Detroit Tiger catcher 
. One of the Alous (Initials) 

. Before noon 

. Long-time Baltimore Colt field- 


goal kicker 


. Maury Wills: a — baserunner 
. Bart Starr was one 

. Batting average (abbreviation) 
. That man! 

. The Pearl (Initials) 

. Boston Bruins superstar 

. Golfer Trevino 

. Move on snow 
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Former Met Shamsky 


DOWN 


. Roman Gabriel is one 
. Full name of New York Ranger 


defenseman 


. Billy Will--ms, of Cubs 
. New York Mets’ league (abbreviation) 
. Full name of Philadelphia 


76ers vet guard 


. Atlanta Brave outfielder 
. First name of Baltimore 


Bullet Clark 


. New York Yankee pitcher 


Kekich 


. -B-, basketball league 
. Northeast (abbreviation) 
. Celtics’ city (abbreviation) 


20. Seaver or Agee 
22. Rhode Island (abbreviation) 
23. Home of the Dodgers (abbreviation) 


GAME TIME 


We’ve got a tough one this month. The following 
are tricky definitions of the names of teams. How 
many can you figure out? 
Example: Baltimore’s Dobson goes wild. 
The answer is Patriots. Pat (Dobson)-riots (goes wild) 
The rest are up to you. 


1. Soldier insects. 

2. Rizzuto tells untruths, 
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BEHIND THE 
SCENES 


BY THE OLD PRO 


BACK IN THE SADDLE 

New York Jets defensive back 
Steve Tannen has a new hobby. 
It started when he was driving on 
a back road outside Gainesville, 
Georgia, last winter. The sign 
read, “‘Horses for Sale,’’ and now 
Steve has five ... plus some 
cows, goats, and pigs. He likes to 


buy and sell the horses and the 
rest are to put a little rural 
atmosphere into his big-city life. 

“You think all those stories 
about crooked horse traders are a 
joke, huh,” Steve says. “Well, I 
found out fast. They dope the 
horses, sometimes paint them, 
and doctor them all kinds of 
ways. You've got to really know 
what you’re doing.” 

Steve also hopes he knows 
what he’s doing when the Jets 
switch him to safety from cor- 
nerback this fall. That’s the job 
he really wants. 


FOUL! 

John Callison has hit 217 
home runs in a Major League 
career that spanned more than a 
decade. Now a sub with the 


QUICKY QUIZ 


The man leading off first has hit 
over .300 for seven consecutive 
seasons, What is his name and 
how many batting titles has he 
won? 
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Yankees, Callison is playing in 
the House that Ruth built and 
perhaps the glamour that goes 
with it prompted this statement 
from John. 

“Aaron and Mays aren’t the 
real challengers to Babe’s rec- 
ord,” he said. “I am ... if foul 
home runs count. I’ve got almost 
500 of them in my career. Add 
them to my fair shots and I’m 
knocking on the door.” 


IN A WHIRL 

You say your knees ache after 
you catch a rough game? That’s 
what the Mets’ Jerry Grote 
complained about. But enter- 
prising Jerry went right out and 
found a cure. 

“IT take a good, hot whirlpool 
after every game. Last year my 
knees were aching so much late 
in the year that I would have to 
roll out of bed the day after a 
game. The crouching is hell.” 

So you'll find Jerry in a whirl 
after each Mets’ game. And he’s 
usually smiling. 


THE LONG WAIT 

Remember Joe Kapp, the 
rough, tough half-Mexican who 
led the Minnesota Vikings into 
the Super Bowl a couple of years 
ago? Well, Joe’s still around. 
Only he’s sitting on the sidelines 
waiting for the results of a 
multi-million dollar anti-trust 
suit against the NFL. Joe filed 
the suit when NFL Commis- 
sioner Pete Rozelle said he 
couldn’t play for the New Eng- 


land Patriots unless he signed a 
standard player contract. 

Joe said no, bolted training 
camp, and hasn’t been heard 
from since. But just recently, our 
spies in Vancouver heard a voice 
saying, “Anybody want a quar- 
terback? I used to be a pretty 
good one.” 

Could it be that Joe Kapp 
wants one last hurrah? 


INTERNATIONAL PUCK 

It looks like it might happen 
after all, the dream match-up 
between the great Russian Na- 
tional Ice Hockey team and a 
group of NHL all-stars. People 
have been wondering how the 
Russians would fare against the 
NHL for years now. The only 
stumbling block may be the NHL 
owners. They don’t want to risk 
a serious injury to one of their 
stars. 

“No way,” was the comment 
of Boston’s Weston Adams, Jr. 
But one of his stars, Derek 
Sanderson, was singing a differ- 
ent tune. 

“Anytime, anywhere, any 
rink, and under any conditions,” 
snarled the Turk. 

‘What’s your guess? 


’ 


MR. BUSINESS 

Tom Seaver is a fun guy to 
have around ... except when 
he’s pitching. Then, he’s all 
business. Former San Diego Man- 
ager Preston Gomez marveled 
recently at the Met right-hander’s 
concentration. 

“T used to watch him standing 
by the batting cage before the 
game. He studies every one of 
our hitters like it’s the seventh 
game of the World Series. And 
he’s no dope. He remembers 
everything he sees. Sometimes 
he’d ask me what my pitchers 
throw certain hitters. He’s always 
trying to learn more. I’ve never 
seen a more businesslike per- 
former when he’s working.” 


THE DEACON 
Football fans will find it 
strange seeing David “Deacon” 
Jones in a San Diego uniform 
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this season. The Deacon, a con- 
stant all-pro defensive end, had 
spent his entire career with the 
Rams. The man who will miss 
him the most is Merlin Olsen, the 
great tackle who played beside 
the Deacon for a.decade. 

“When you play alongside 
someone for so long, you get to 
work “as a team,” Merlin said. 
“It’s sure going to feel strange 
not to have him there.” 

As for Jones, he’s gotten over 
the initial shock of the trade and 
is raring to go. “I’m in great 
shape and I see no reason why I 
shouldn’t have a fantastic year.” 

Quarterbacks, watch out! 


BATTLE IN THE PIVOT 

Bill Russell and Wilt Chamber- 
lain battled in the pivot for a 
decade. Russell, surrounded by 
the superior team, usually came 
out on top. Now only Wilt 
remains on court, but the battle 
lingers on. 

During the recent NBA cham- 
pionship playoffs, Wilt refused to 
go on the air with sportscaster 
Russell. He again refused during 
the clubhouse celebration when 
the Lakers took it all. 

The reason: When Wilt broke 
Russell’s all-time rebounding rec- 
ord earlier in the season, ABC 
issued no invitation for an inter- 
view. “They said there was a 
conflict between me and Russell. 
So when they asked again in the 
Milwaukee series, I said no.” 

So the two bearded giants 
continue to lean on each other, 
long after the game has ended. 


DON’T BET AGAINST HIM 

Now that miler Marty Liquori 
is definitely out of the Olympics 
with a foot injury, the bets were 
that he’d never bother to come 
back. Not so. The gutty Liquori, 
one of track’s greatest compet- 
itors says his ambition of an 
Olympic medal will just have to 
be postponed four years. 

“Y’m not in a rush,” he’ said 
recently. “I’ve had some offers 
to broadcast and do some other 
things, but you can bet I won’t 
do anything to jeopardize my 


amateur standing. I’ll be back!” 


TRAVELS WITH RICK 

It’s all up to the courts as far 
as New York Nets star forward 
Rick Barry is concerned. It seems 
that the well-traveled Barry once 
signed an agreement to return to 
the NBA Warriors (his original 
team) for the 1972 season. Now 
he wants to stay in New York, 
but says he won’t fight the court 
ruling. 

Franklin Mieuli, the Warriors’ 
owner, is so haunted with getting 
Rick back that he has his old No. 
24 jersey hanging in his office 
between portraits of Rudolph 
Valentino and Albert Einstein. 

As far as Net coach Lou 
Carnesecca is concerned, to lose 
Barry would be horrible. ‘It 
would tear a piece of my heart 
out to lose him now,” Looie 
said. 

Keep those bags packed, Rick. 

TAKE YOUR CHOICE 


And what about those argu- 
ments over which league is bet- 


ter, the National or American. 
Well, the outspoken Bill Veeck 
has an opinion and it goes like 
this. 

“There was never any Amer- 
ican League superiority. Ever. 
What people took for A.L. dom- 
ination was really the greatness 
of one team—the Yankees. For 
years the Yankees were giants 
and the rest of baseball was 
midgets. That’s all it was.” 


PULLING FOR HENRY 

It’s the general consensus of 
opinion now that Henry Aaron is 
the only one with a shot at Babe 
Ruth’s 714 home runs. Bad 
Henry admits he’d like to do it, 
and also says he’s a different 
hitter than he was 15 years ago. 

“In 1957 I won the home run 
crown with 44. I’d say about 20 
of them were to right field. Now 
everything goes to left. It’s my 
power alley and I’m not as young 
or strong as I used to be.” 


DEALER DISPLAY ALLOWANCE PLAN 


SUPERSTAR SPORTS announces a Retail 
Display Contract Plan providing for the 
earning of a display allowance. 


For details and a copy of the formal 
contract, write Mr. Paul Hendershott, Kable 
News Co., Inc., 777 Third Avenue, New 
York, New York 10017. Under this plan, in 
consideration of your acceptance and fulfill- 
ment of the terms of the formal contract to 
be sent to you on request, you will receive a 
Display Allowance of 10% of the cover price 
per copy of the magazine sold by you. This 
plan will become effective for the current 
issue starting with the postmarked date of 
the envelope in which your signed contract 
is returned to us for acceptance. Repre- 
sented by the Kable News Co., Inc. 


ATHLETES FEAT 


TEST YOUR WORLD SERIES I.Q. 


Score 5 points for each correct answer. 

lf you score 90 points or more you are a SUPERSTAR. 

If you score 80 points or more you are a STAR. 

lf you score 70 points or more you are a .300 hitter. 

lf you score 60 points or more you've made the club. 

If you score less than 60 points you still need time in the 


minors. 


(1) The first World Series ever played was won by the... 
(a) Pittsburgh Pirates (c) Boston Red Sox 
(b) New York Mets (d) New York Yankees 
(2) The first World Series was played in the year of... 
(a) 1903 (c) 1898 
(b) 1907 (d) 1910 
(3) The same player has had the most lifetime World Series 
hits and played in the most World Series games. Who is\he? 
(a) Mickey Mantle (c) Babe Ruth 
(b) Willie Mays (d) Yogi Berra 
(4) Who has hit the most lifetime World Series homeruns? 
(a) Babe Ruth (c) Yogi Berra 
(b) Mickey Mantle (d) Mel Ott 
(5) The same pitcher has had the most World Series wins, 
losses, games started and innings pitched. What is his name? 
(a) Whitey Ford (c) Christy Mathewson 
(b) Sandy Koufax (d) Dim Dim Shapiro 
(6) The highest batting average ever attained in a World 
Series was .625. It was done by... 
(a) Willie Mays (c) Lou Gehrig 
(b) Joe DiMaggio (d) Babe Ruth 
(7) The most runs-batted-in ever attained in a single World 
Series game is six. Who was the man who did it? 
(a) Babe Ruth (c) Bobby Richardson 
(b) Hack Wilson (d) Alfred E. Neuman 
(8) What pitcher has the record for the most strikeouts in a 
World Series game? 
(a) Sandy Koufax (c) Bob Gibson 
(b) Carl Erskine (d) Bob Feller 
(9) In 1936 the record was set for the most runs scored by 
a team in a single game. The amount was 18. The team was 
the... 
(a) New York Giants (c) Chicago Cubs 
(b) Detroit Tigers (d) New York Yankees 
(10) The most World Series won by a team was ac- 
complished by an American League club. The amount is 20. 
The team is the... 
(a) New York Yankees (c) Detroit Tigers 
(b) Boston Red Sox _ (d) Cleveland Indians 


DON'T WORRY, HAROLD— 


(11) What team holds the record for the most World Series 
won by a National League Club? 

(a) New York/S.F. Giants (c) Chicago Cubs 

(b) St. Louis Cardinals (d) Brooklyn/L.A. Dodgers 
(12) How quickly our memory goes. Do you remember 
who won the World Series in 1971? 
(13) Who was the losing team? 
(14) Who was the winning pitcher in the final game? 
(15) And who was the leading batter, swinging a lusty 
414? 
(16) In the 1970 World Series, Baltimore won four games 
to one. Who was the losing team? 

(a) Cincinnati Reds (c) Chicago Cubs 

(b) New York Mets (d) San Francisco Giants 
(17) In the 1969 World Series, the New York Mets won 
four games to one against the... 

(a) Minnesota Twins _(c) Detroit Tigers 

(b) Baltimore Orioles (d) Oakland A’s 
(18) The winning pitcher in two of those Met victories 
was... 
(a) Tom Seaver (c) Jerry Koosman 
(b) Gary Gentry (d) Nolan Ryan 
(19) In 1968, Detroit beat St. Louis four games to three. 
That was the year Denny McLain won 31 games. In the 
World Series he won... 

(a) no games (c) two games 

(b) one game (d) three games 
(20) Mickey Lolich in the same Series won... 

(a) no games (c) two games 

(b) one game (d) three games 
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I KNOW EVERYTHING YOU 


HAVE TO KNOW...I JUST GET 


SUPERSTAR 
SPORTS POLL 


THE BATTLE 
OF THE 
QUARTERBACKS 


WHO IS THE WINNER? AND HOW 
DOES YOUR FAVORITE RATE IN 
THE EYES OF THE EXPERTS? 


Who is the best quarterback in football? That’s a 
question people have asked ever since strong-armed youngs- 
ters began heaving the old pigskin more than half a century 
ago. And every few years, when a new breed of bigger, 
stronger, faster signalcallers arrive on the scene, the 
question is raised again. 

But what makes a great quarterback? Weli, a quarterback 
has to do more than throw the ball. He’s got to have the 
brains to run the offense, must command the respect of his 
teammates, and react favorably under pressure. In other 
words, he’s got to have complete control of the game. Some 
of these more or less intangible things have caused great 
prospects to fizzle, and little known, undersized players to 
become great. 

One of the great quarterbacks of all time, Bobby Layne, 
is a prime example. Layne wasn’t tall, nor was he very 
strong. His passes wobbled like a top running out of steam. 
But he could really play the game. 

One of his former coaches, George Wilson, recalling his 
days with Layne, recently said, “A guy like Bobby loved to 
have his team driving for a win with just a little time left. 
He always rose to the occasion. I’ve never seen anyone get 
in as many plays as he could, and he'd almost always take 
the team in.” 

Former college and pro great Doak Walker echoed 
Wilson's feelings. ‘Bobby Layne never lost a football game 
in his life,” Walker said, smiling. ‘Time just sometimes ran 
out on him.” 

Why are we telling you all this? To point out how 
difficult it is to rate a quarterback. Today’s young 
signalcallers are bigger and stronger than ever. But does that 
make them better? Is there really an answer to this 
puzzling, yet intriguing question? A special SUPERSTAR 
SPORTS panel was formed to find out. Here are the results 
in the Battle of the Quarterbacks! 


THREE CATEGORIES 

First of all, our panel decided that it was impossible to 
throw all the quarterbacks into a pot and rate them equally. 
After all, there are aging veterans who have seen better 
years, middle-veterans in the prime of their football lives, 
and youngsters just becoming established signalcallers. 

In the first category we have John Brodie, John Unitas, 
Len Dawson, Bart Srarr, Sonny Jurgensen, Earl Morral, and 
George Blanda. 

The middle vets, men at the top of their game, are Bill 
Kilmer, John Hadl, Joe Namath, Roman Gabriel, Fran 
Tarkenton, Bill Nelson, Daryle Lamonica, Gary Cuozzo, 
Craig Morton, Norm Snead, Charlie Johnson, and Bob 
Berry. 

A whole new breed of quarterbacks include Roger 
Staubach, Bob Griese, Virgil Carter, Greg Landry, Jim 
Plunkett, Terry Bradshaw, Archie Manning, Scott Hunter, 
Dennis Shaw, and Dan Pastorini. 

That’s quite a selection. How do you rate them? In a 
recent survey, points were given based on five categories: 
leadership, reaction under pressure, set-up speed, throwing 
ability, and reading defenses. That’s one way to do it. 

Then there are the official NFL passing statistics. Roger 
Staubach was last year’s leader, with Bob Griese second. In 
1970, John Brodie led the field, with Sonny Jurgensen right 
behind. Does that indicate a trend? Maybe. But it also 
shows that QB’s can have good years and bad years, and 
statistics alone cannot produce a solid rating. 
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Roman Gabriel, the big Ram veteran, thinks OB’s have 
to be rated in several ways. ‘You have the picture passers 
on one hand," Gabriel says, “then the guys who don’t 
necessarily look good throwing the ball but get the job 
done, and finally the complete quarterbacks, a guy who 
doesn’t throw interceptions, can pass, and calls good 
plays.”” 

SUPERSTAR SPORTS has taken all of this into consid- 
eration, and out of it our experts have come up with the 
following capsule ratings of the NFL quarterbacks. 


I. VETERAN QUARTERBACKS 

Of the seven quarterbacks in the category, only Brodie, 
Jurgensen, and Dawson still seem capable of producing 
top-flight, winning football. Unitas, Starr, Morral, and 
Blanda go on, but are unable to hold up as full-time 
signalcallers. 

Unitas, one-time master and holder of many NFL 
records, is often called the greatest ever. He’s not big and 
strong, and has never had a cannon for an arm. But he was 
Mr. Clutch all the way, a great team leader and inspiration 
figure. Injuries cut his effectiveness about five years ago, 
but he continues, hoping to put together one more good 
season. 

Starr would have to be right behind Unitas, though his 
career, too, has been short-cut by injuries. Bart was the 
field leader of the Green Bay Packer dynasty, a play-calling 
genius who rarely erred on an important third-down play. 
Like Unitas, he is undersized by today’s standards (6-1, 
190) and often had the rap that he couldn’t throw long. 
But Bart Starr was a winner all the way. 

Jurgensen presents another problem. Many think Sonny 
belongs up there with Unitas and Starr, but unlike those 
two, he has never played on a winner. Another “‘small’’ 
quarterback (6-0, 200), he is regarded as one of the best 
pure passers in the game. He had a great year in ‘70, was 
hurt most of last season when the Redskins finally made 
the playoffs. Whether he can rebound at age 38 is a 
question. 


DAWSON’‘S PROBLEMS 

Like Bart Starr, Len Dawson has been fortunate to play 
with a great team, the Kansas City Chiefs. Originally an 
NFL reject, Len made it big in the AFL and continued big 
after the merger. He'll be 37 this year, and has shown little 
sign of slowing down. His arm isn’t real strong, but he’s a 
fine leader. Still, he’d have to be rated a cut below Unitas, 
Starr, and Jurgensen. 

John Brodie is a riddle. Sometimes he seems to have it 
* all, sometimes he’s sloppy and downright careless. He went 
from an MVP year in 1970, to a 24-interception season in 
‘71. Maybe age is catching up with him. At 37, John still 
has the good arm, and also the inconsistency that has 
plagued him through his entire career. 

Morrall and Blanda must be at the bottom of the list. 
Earl has throwing limitations, and needs a great team 
around him. Blanda is a wonder at 44, but he was never a 
super quarterback and hasn't been a regular for more than 
five years. 

Unitas, Starr, Jurgensen. They were the great ones, 
among the greatest ever. They all continue playing, but 
only Jurgy seems capable of still contributing. And time is 
running out on all three. e 
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Il. THE MIDDLE VETERANS 

Obviously, the best quarterback in the game today 
should come from this group. They are men from about 
28-33, signalcallers who have been in the league long 
enough to put it all together, yet still young enough to have 
all their natural physical equipment in tact. Let’s see how 
our panel of experts rates them. 

No matter how we cut the pie, Joe Willie Namath comes 
out on top. When healthy, he’s the best. But will he ever be 
healthy again? After taking his New York Jets to the most 
dramatic Super Bowl win in history (1969), Joe has had a 
broken wrist one year and knee surgery the next. That's cut 
number four on the Namath knees. But when he returned 
late last year, he still had the great arm, the leadership 
ability, and the charm that somehow makes believers of us 
all. A smart ballplayer with a lighting quick release, Joe’s 
not a scrambler, but his linemen and backs are avowed 
pass-blockers, and Joe Willie is a whiz at picking out his 
receivers. 

_ Roman Gabriel rarely throws an interception. He’s the 
biggest (6-4, 225 pounds) and strongest of all the quarter- 
backs, and has brought his Rams to the brink of the league 
championship on several occasions. A cool customer under 
pressure, Gabe has gotten off passes with two or three 
defenders hanging on his back. He feels he’s the best in the 
game, and he comes close. 

Fran Tarkenton always produces an argument. Fran the 
Scram is either loved or hated, with no in-betweens. Some 
feel that the first of the scramblers is still the best and will 
finally be a winner now that he’s returned to the land of the 
Vikings. But Fran has certain deficiencies in his passing 
(they say his arm isn’t strong enough) and a tendency to 
throw the interception. His career stats put him up there 
with the big boys, but he’s never shaken the old Norm Van 
Brocklin tag: he'll win some he shouldn't, but he'll lose 
some he shouldn't. 


Several seasons ago, it seemed as if Daryle Lamonica of 
Oakland was about to become the best in the business. Now 
many call him a bomb-happy quarterback who cannot call a 
disciplined game. He’s still got the arm, but his team has 
gotten worse in some respects and he hasn't made up for it. 
So the lack of discipline tag holds some truth. 

John Had! of San Diego does things in a big way. Last 
season he threw the most passes, had the most completions, 
the most TD passes, and nearly the most interceptions. He’s 
always lacked a solid team behind him and has been forced 
to throw more than necessary. It’s made him exciting, but 
inconsistent. There’s little doubt that he has the equipment 
to be one of the best. 


KILMER GOT HIS CHANCE 

Thanks to an injury to Sonny Jurgensen, veteran Bill 
Kilmer finally showed what he could do with a solid team. 
Plenty! A quarterback of limited passing skills, Kilmer 
showed himself to be a fine leader and clutch performer 
with the Redskins. He did the job when he had to, but 
seems to lack just enough in the arm department to keep 
him from being tops. 

The pros say little Bob Berry (5-11), of the Atlanta 
Falcons, is too short. Yet Berry completed over 60 percent 
of his passes last year. Just how far he can take his 
improving team is another question. But Norm Van 
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Brocklin believes in him, and he ought to know quarter- 
backs. 

Gary Cuozzo, Norm Snead, Craig Morton, and Charley 
Johnson are middle veterans who have never lived up to 
their promise. All have been starters at one time, but now 
seem relegated to back-up roles the rest of their careers. ©@ 


Ill. THE YOUNG QUARTERBACKS 

From this group will come the future superstars. Some 
think they rank with the best right now, and they are 
certainly a fine crop of young signalcallers. 

Bob Griese of the Miami Dolphins has been in the league 
five years and is one of the best. He had his club in the 
Super Bowl last season and played a major role in getting 
them there. A cool, competent semi-scrambler, Griese calls 
a smart game and is an extremely accurate passer. They 
once said he couldn’t throw long, but that has changed 
since speedy Paul Warfield has joined the team. Bob tossed 
19 TD’s last year and must be considered among the top 
men in the game today. He has no distinct weakness. 

Right behind Griese is the Cowboys’ Roger Staubach, 
and he has had only one season as a regular. So rapid has 
been the Jolly Roger’s progress since coming out of the 
Navy three years ago, that most experts agree he will be 
great. He threw only four interceptions all season while 
leading Dallas to its Super Bowl win, plus he was 
undefeated in 10 games as a starter. Staubach doesn’t call 
his own plays yet, but hopefully, that, too, will come. Still 
a great runner, Roger has shown a willingness to remain in 
the pocket as long as he has to. He was the NFL’s leading 
passer last year. 

Another young QB on the brink of superstardom is 
Detroit's Greg Landry. Big and strong, Landry runs like a 


3 fullback and doesn’t mind doing so. Many think he'd be 


better if he played his position more conventionally. He has 
a strong arm and ranks up among the top passers, yet has 
not shown great ability to hit his passes in the clutch. 
Injuries to his top receivers the last two years haven't 


‘6 helped. 


Like Bob Berry, Virgil Carter seems too small to really 


# make it. Yet the Cincinnati signalcaller was fourth among 
4 league passers last year after being injured the early part of 


the season. A reformed scrambler, he’s learned to control 
his game. Still, his arm is suspect and Cincinnati fans keep 
waiting for one-time rookie sensation Greg Cook to recover 
from a serious shoulder ailment that has shelved him for 


two seasons. 


PLUNKETT PROVES HIMSELF 

Last year, Jim Plunkett was the most publicized rookie 
quarterback since Joe Namath. He didn’t disappoint, calling 
every offensive play for the New England Patriots and 
throwing 19 TD passes. There’s little doubt that he can be 
tops. It’s a matter of experience, learning when to eat the 
ball, when to run, and how to read defenses. That will 
come. Plunkett has the size, the head, and the arm. 

Terry Bradshaw is another young signalcaller with a 
future. Two years ago he got a buildup similar to 
Plunkett's, but unlike Jim, Terry let the pressure get to 
him. Last year he showed more, with 203 completions and 
33 TD’s. He has a cannon arm, but must learn to discipline 
his game and cut down on interceptions. 

New Orleans’s Archie Manning was hurt part of his 
rookie year, but still showed promise nearly equal to 
Plunkett’s. More of a scrambler, Archie must tone down his 
game. But he’s cat-quick, and with a major league arm. 

Dan Pastorini of Houston was good enough to send vet 
Charley Johnson to the bench, and the Oilers seem intent 
on building around the former Santa Clara star. Pastorini 
had the usual rookie troubles, plus a weak team behind 
him. He should improve. 

Buffalo’s Dennis Shaw had a big ‘rookie season and a 
disappointing soph year. Now it’s a question of which was a 
truer indication of his ability. Some think he was shell- 
shocked by lack of protection last season. At any rate, he’s 
got to cut down on interceptions and keep a cooler head to 
regain his poise. He has the arm and some fine receivers. © 


CONCLUSION 

It’s not easy to rate the quarterbacks. There’s no 
foolproof way of doing it. Most teams want a guy who can 
produce now. Yet a young, building team would rather 
have a young quarterback than an established veteran. It 
makes for more harmony. The top teams need a top 
signalcaller in his prime, while the aging veterans hand on 
for one more crack at the top. Then there are always 
injuries to consider. 

So who's the winner in the Battle of the Quarterbacks? 
Our panel picks Unitas from the vet group, Namath from 
those in their prime, and Griese and Staubach from the 
young quarterbacks. 

As for the coming season—if his legs hold up, this could 
be the second coming of Joe Namath! 

What do you think? 


This man pitched a 
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S 00 FREE MAJOR 
LEAGUE ALUMINUM BATS! 


Enter the first SUPERSTAR SPORTS Sweepstakes and you may be one of the lucky winners of 
your very own fantastic aluminum bat! The first fifty entries pulled out of the giant (huge, not San 
Francisco) baseball cap will win one of the big blue blasters! 

Just fill in completely the following questionnaire and send it off to: SUPERSTAR SPORTS, 
Magnum Royal Publications, 1560 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10036 

Get a move on! All entries must be in by September 30, 1972. 


1. My favorite features in this issue of SUPER- 8. My favorite magazines of any kind are: 
Ma) Rue as Mage oa ee 
A) Re eronhe. (B) —Yicn. . 
laesh VAS Sa Pa SE (Cee eet eee 


2 
(D) : 9.In future issues of SUPERSTAR SPORTS, I 


would like to see: (Check one) 


2. The features I liked least are: (A) MORE COMICS 
(4h) SRS Cy (B) BESS;COMICS= = 
(Se (C) THE SAME AMOUNT OF 
(C) —Nwiyen sp —_____________ COMICS StS = 
3s Beats I wold like to Bee ue aegiee are: 10. I would rate this issue: (Check one) 
‘ Sea (A) FANTASTIC! 
SU aha a B) GOOD 
(C) __Skaterg® (C) PRETTY GOOD 
4. My favorite Sport stars are: CO) ESP Re, 
Rowen eo 
ic) ee ee 
5. Other sport magezines) I read are: NAME _\, Eaciells AGE 4 
ey 


eI ies ee ADRESS VSS Wy. 39 
tc) Bdzomo\\ O\ 58 Se 
CITY AND STATE Xalo\\ Ww05._ zip _0'7'714 


6. The sports I most like to watch are: 


(A) 22 Tear out and mail to: 
a =o SUPERSTAR SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES 
So fo na 
7. The sports I most like to play are: SUPERSTAR SPORTS 
(A) Magnum Royal Publications 
(B) 1560 Broadway 
(C) AR ee New York, N.Y. 10036 


Meer TWO BROTHERS--A YEAR APART, A SEASON 
APART. THE OLDER ONE, MARK, A ROOKIE SHORTSTOP 
WITH BASEBALUS BLUE JAYS--THE YOUNGER ONE, A/CK, 
HEISMAN TROPHY-WINNING QU4h7ERGACK DRAFTED BY 
PRO-FOOTBALL'S WILDCATS. NEET.-- 


auring MARK STARR 77 = 
| E WORLD SERI 


HE'LL AMEVER 
MAKE THE THROW... 
AND THE GAME 
WILL BE 7%ED/ 


LOOK AT 
AI GO.’ 


| i Fue BALL (6 HIT TO DEEP 
- | SoRTIMARK STARR, 
| tHE BLUE JAYS ALL STAR 
_ | SHORTSTOP, MOVES LIKE 
THE WIND TO HIS RIGHT 


a UNNER (S... WHAT A PLAY! THE RUNNER IS 
REECE RARER IS OUT AND THE BLUE JAYS WIN THE 


BE THE HAPPLYEST MAN 
IN THE WORLDS 


WE'RE NUMBER ONE! 
WE'RE NUMBER OWE’ 


Y YOU D/O \T MARK! 
YOU DID (1, BABY! 
WE'LL FAKE EM 

WITH YOR 


PLEASE, 
MR, DUKES. /, S 
D, ‘ 
rf 


LET ME SHAKE A> I CAN TELL. DON'T 
YOUR HAND. KID/ aN LET ON ANYTHING, ne 


FTER THE PENNANT-WINNING CLUBHOUSE 
PARTY IS OVER, THREE MEN STILL REMAIN 


YOU WERE GREAT, MARK. 
NO ONE SUSPECTED A THING, 
BUT THE PARTYS OVER... 
LET THE DOC TAKE A LOOK. 


AMONG THE SHAMBLES. THE SMILES ARE NOW 


GONE--NOTHING BUT THE PAINFUL TRUTH 
REMAINS... 


GOING TO 
TELL ME. 


IT COULD BE A TORN LIGAMENT, 


WALLY. IF IT IS, HE’LL NEVER 
PLAY IN THE SERIES. 


-~AND IT’S 


YOU COME TO MY OFFICE EARLY TOMORROW 
MORNING, MARK. WE'LL KNOW BETTER THEN 


— AND NOT A WORD To 
THE PRESS, KID- NOT 
‘TIL WE KNOW FOR 
SURE! 


I JUST KNOW... I JUST 

KANOWM...1TS A DEAD 

ARM FOR THE WORLD 
Series! 


I’M AFRAID 
OF WHAT HES 


HE NEXT MORNING... 


THANK GOODNESS ITS NOT 

THE WORST, MARK. (TS A 

STRAIN--THOUGH TI CAN‘T 
TELL HOW SEVERE. é 


—NOW FOR SPORTS. SUPERSTAR ~"“ 
ROOKIE, MARK STARR HAS A SEVERE 
STRAIN IN HIS THROWING ARM! TM 
AFRAID THIS COULD DOOM BLUE JAY, 


CHANCES (IN THE SERIES. 
AT LEAST I HAVE 


SS ie " 
ZA il 


MARK! THIS 
IS RICKS 


Hi, LITTLE 
BROTHER. 


I’M COMING DOWN 
TO HELP YOU,MARK. f/f 
THERE ARE SOME OLD 


IN GOOD HANDS, RICK. 
HAVE ANY CHANCE, 
OC JANUS WILL GET ME READY. 


[Five DAYS OF WHIRLPOOL BATHS, HEAT THERAPY, 
RUBDOWNS, REST AND, FRANKLY, LOTS OF PRAYERS... 


-NOW LETS TRY WE MAY AS WELL 

SOME FROM GET THIS OVER 

SHORTSTOP, WITH... 
MARK! 


YOU AIN'T 4 
THE ONLY 3 
ONE, PAL: 7 


ARK PICK UP THE BALL, LIFTS 
Nu ia M His ARM AND A LOOK OF 
THROW... PAIN CROSSES HIS FACE... 


N 


N \ \" 


HE THROW TO THE MAN WITH THE 
FIRST BASEMANS MITT (5 ON THE BUTTON! 


--BUT EVERYONE ON THE FIELD 
HAS SEEN THE AWFUL LOOK 
ON MARKS FACE/ 


MARK, THE THROW Se A YOU Guys WON'T 
WAS HOE” YS BELIEVE THIs-- 
W- WHATS THE L STUBBED MY TOE’ 


--BUT My ARM_ )( ¥iPPEE!LeTs = DAY OF THE WORLD SERIES... 
FEELS GREAT’ /\_ GET THE SOX! 


. 
=, aie a 


Mexr MONTH! RICK STARR-IN 
LAST OF THE OLD QUARTERBACKS! 


MARK STARR'S BASEBALL CLINIC || —FIRST_OF ALL, USE ANY GRIP YOU FIND 


MOST COMFORTABLE AND MOST EFFECTIVE. 


TERTALLNGE OF WAS ANP Deeb 


I/M GOING TO GIVE 
YOU A FEW TIPS THAT 
MASOR LEAGUE PITCHERS 


HAVE FOLLOWED THAT 

WILL GO A LONG WAY IN 

MAKING YOU BETTER 
HURLERS. 


“TRY HOLDING THE BALL, 
ACROSS THE SEAMS...! 


ih) 


PRACTICE AND PRACTICE 
YOUR THROWING ‘TIL YOU 
CAN CONTROL THE BALL 
AND GET (T WHERE 
YOU WANT (T- ED 


a, 
.-AND TRY PITCHING 
WHILE HOLDING IT 
ACROSS THE SEAMS,’ 


"But USE THAT SAME GRIP ON AZZ PITCHES...SO YOU 
DON’T TIP OFF YOUR DELIVERY TO THE BATTER.” 


“THEN YOU CAN PITCH TO THE SPOTS THAT ARE HARDEST TO HIT. 
HIGH INSIDE AND LOW OUTSIDE ARE THE BEST PLACES FOR 
A PITCHER TO AIM AT...” 


OUSHING FROM THE MOUND WILL 
ADD VELOCITY TO YOUR PITCH. Uf oh, 


TO GET MAXIMUM SPEED 

ON YOUR FAST BALL, RELAX 

YOUR ARM AND SHOULDER 

MUSCLES AND HOLD THE 

BALL IN A RELAXED 
MANNER. 


q 


iy 


WHEN YOU DELIVER THE CURVE, THE SNAP OF THE WRIST 
IS GREATER AND THE SPEED OF DELIVERY IS LESSENED. 


-AND SNAPPING YOUR WRIST 
SLIGHTLY AS YOU DELIVER THE 

BALL WILL GIVE IT THE INCREASED 
ROTATION THAT MAKES THE 
BALL HOP. 


NOW LETS TRY TO PUT 
THIS INTO ACTION BY 
WORK, WORK AND 
MORE WORK ! 


"SPIN THE BALL OFF YOUR FINGERS... 
AND PRACTICE THROWING IT, 
FROM SLOW SPEED TO FAST. 


[\ EXT MONTH! A LESso 


THE LANCER “WORLD OF SPORTS” LIBRARY! 


Other Complete Handbook Annuals 
Coming Your Way During 1972... 


On or about August 1ist— 


1372 Edition of 
THE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF PRO FOOTBALL 1.00 


On or about October 1st— 


1972-78 Editions of 
THE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF PRO BASKETBALL 51.50 
THE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF PRO HOCKEY 51.50 


Watch for them wherever paperback books are sold, or order directly from the publisher. 


SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER: MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR 
HANDBOOKS IN TIME FOR ALL THE ACTION! ORDER NOW OR AT 
ANY TIME IN ADVANCE OF PUBLICATION—BY LETTER, OR MAIL 
THE ORDER COUPON! (cut along dotted line) 


Over 250 Stars' Photos and Career Records! 


ETHE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF fill in and mail to: 
DEPT. M-O . 
LANCER BOOKS, INC. 
1560 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 
Gentlemen: 
Promptly upon publication, please rush the quantity of 
SPORTS HANDBOOKS I've indicated below: 


(quantity 
ordered) 


PRO FOOTBALL 1972—$1.50 
PRO BASKETBALL 1972-73—$1.50 
PRO HOCKEY 1972-73—$1.50 


TOTAL NUMBER OF BOOKS ORDERED 
(Please add 10¢ per book ordered to 
cover postage and handling) 


CURT GOWDY'S 
ALL-TIME ALL-STARS 
How to win a batting crown 
JOE TORRE'S BOOK 
ON NL PITCHERS 


‘ | enclose $ to cover cost of books plus 10¢ per 
“Must” reading & book ordered for postage and handling. 
for all sports fans— NAME ae 
in oversized editions (please print) 
and jam-packed ADDRESS 
with game-action 
photos! CITY STATE ZIP 
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